ae 
a 


; " . ? yf a y ) e ys A Che V4 J ‘9D « : ie’ nay | 
= LE ae 47 F . hey. G fh 4 ly ‘ D4 ". +g } Lyi iy 4 FCI04 
ee 0.4 Weg Gores om UY 0.4, WM, ee eae ie BR EMAAL CSS © 0g 


ORTHWEST [i 
lgEst 1955 


Around the Towns 


The Cariboo 


Christmas Tree Scramble 
Peter Dunlevey 


He Hunts The Chilcotin’s 
Wild Horses 


aah eT ECD I car 
\ pence cae eee 
A wae 
/ —= 
( a 
“A 

\ ‘ 
\ ‘ 


yw? 
pelt! me 


Ze 
thes 
ake 

——_ ne aaa EES ¥ 


DOCHERTY «BLAIR © 
lensteuction Co.Ltd 


QUESNEL,BC. 


CARS 


TRUCKS 


CENTRAL B.C.’S LARGEST DEALER IN 
‘QO: K.’’ RECONDITIONED USED CARS 


PHONE 135 623 GEORGE STREET, PRINCE GEORGE 


Volume ll No. 5 
bonkeuth Sept-Oct. , 1955 


LETTERS 2 

THE CARIBOO 4 

CHRISTMAS TREE SCRAMBLE 6 
ERIC NICOL 

PART 2 -- PETER DUNLEVEY 7 


ALEX P, MCINNIS 


THE MAKING OF AN INDIAN CHIEF 8 
NELLIE R. CAMPBELL 


HE HUNTS THE CHILCOTIN’S WILD 


HORSES 9 
ZETA GRAYSEN 


CHILCOTIN VALLEY 10 
EDNA W. SLATER 


AROUND THE TOWNS 13 
A "DIGEST" FEATURE 


BACKSTAGE AT THE DIGEST 36 


Hon hte 


DAWSON CREEK AND THE SOUTH PEACE RIVER AREA 


The slick surface of wet asphalt 


roadways has sent many a mo- 
torist limping to the garage with 
flattened fenders and shattered 
headlamps. But now research 
engineers have come up with 
something that sharply reduces 
this accident hazard. When their 
special aluminum oxide abrasive 
is applied to the road surface, it 
cuts down by more than 30% 
the stopping distance of your car 
when you apply the brakes at 
30 m.p.h. 

...So in addition to saving 
weight and work in a thousand 
everyday and special applica- 
tions, aluminum may prove a 
major factor in saving lives, too. 

ALUMINUM COMPANY 


OF CANADA, LTD. 
(ALCAN) 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Published by Cariboo Digest Ltd. at One Year 
Quesnel, British Columbia CANADA $2.50 

Official Organ of B,C, Registered Trappers Ass'n. 
Managing Editor __ Aalowns UNITED STATES $3.00 


Advertising Manager ——___ W. Logan 
Pic, a “a By Gurtis FOREIGN $3.00 
Founder * A. Sahonovitch 


Authorized as second class matter 
by the Post Office Department 
Ottawo Canada. 


The Cove? 


_ Our cover this issue features Grover 
we Hance, son of the Chilcotin pioneers 


my white child born in the fabulous Ch- 

ilcotin. Among his accomplishments 
. BéGrover is known particularly for his 
#"\ ability as a game guide, rancher,and 


me ees humorist. ALICE KIMOFF PHOTO 
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LETTERS 


YO PTFHE 


A BRICK 
Van Winkle Motel, 
Box 81, 
Lytton, B.C. 
Editor, 


Northwest Digest. 


Am returning the copies of your 
Guide of B.C. via the U.S. Highway 
System 97. It is impossible for me 
to distribute such biased advertising. 

Mr. Sahonovitch was always a boos- 
ter for the old Cariboo trail, not for 
a ---- American road. Why ‘do some 
Canadians ponder to the Yankies. 
Canada is far superiorto the U.S.A. 
At least till now. Since we have such 
an inferiority about our Province. 

You could have called the Guide 
‘‘The Thin Red Line to Alaska’’ and 
drawn in the two routes via the Oka- 
nagan and the Most Scenic Canyon. 
Your business is to promote B.C. not 
just a special section. 

Unless you give all advertisers 
throughthe Canyon Route from Blaine 
to Cache Creek free advertising in 
your next effort at a guide to B.C. I 
shall immediately cancel my support 
of your one sided effort at advertising 
B. C. inthe Yankee method and further 
more shall make it a point to publicise 
my Opinionto your advertisers in this 
area. 

Do you want toexpand and grow, or 
do you want to destroy the relations 
that Mr. -Sahonovitch built up. 

P.G. Rutherford 


### Goodness, Mr. Rutherford, have 
you no respect for your blood press- 
ure? 

For the uninitiated, the biased ad- 
vertising referred to is the annual 
Northwest Travel Guide, covering the 
area from Weed, California to Fair- 
banks, Alaska. The last copy was 
long ago sold and we have had only 
one complaint, so we don’t feel too 
bad. Someone once coined a phrase 
about ‘not being able to please all the 
people all the time’, but the Travel 
Guide pleased over 20,000, a fair 
batting average. Our personal critic- 
izm of the Guide was that it came out 
far later than promised. 

In a later letter Mr. Rutherford 
warms to his subject and calls the 
Guide,‘‘a really rotten piece of work’’. 
Now this dear sir, is showing little 
respect forthe Queens English. Kot- 
ten means something that is decaying , 
certainly the Travel Guide isn’t de- 
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caying, it gets better every year. I 
presume that you meant, ‘a really 
rolling piece of work.’ That is far 
better--and what is more important-- 
far more accurate. 

You mention, sir, that Mr. Sahono- 
vitch was always a booster for the old 
Cariboo Trail, nota ------ American 
road. The inference of course is that 
had Mr. Sahonovitch planned the Tra- 
vel Guide it would not have included 
Route 97. Well, Mr. Rutherford, for 
your information Mr. Sahonovitch did 
design the Travel Guide, all we did 
was distribute it. 

You know, Mr. Rutherford, we too 
pride ourselves as being a booster for 
the Old Cariboo Trail, and of course 
we are not above giving the rest of the 
Province a plugas well. And we cer- 
tainly don’t feel inferior about our 
Province. Wethink it the world’s best 
place to live or else we wouldn’t be 
here. This rot about Canadians having 
an inferiority complex gags us. We 
have never subscribedtothe idea, and 
Mr. Rutherford, overseas in World 
War Two we noted that Canadian ser- 
vicemen felt inferior to none. 

Do we want to expand and grow, you 
ask? Certainly we do. And we are 
serenely confident that we will expand 
and grow, andin the process continue 
to make boththe Northwest Digest and 
the Northwest Travel Guide a credit 
to British Columbia. 


AND A FEW BOUQUETS 


Box 603, 
Ocean Falls, B. C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest 


The Northwest Digest is a guide to 
a promised land. . Each issue is sold 
out too soon at the local newstand. To 
save borrowing a missing issue, I 
hereby enclose my remittance for two 
years subscription. Please start me 


off with your summer issue. 


Yours truly, 
M.J. Femick 


Williams Lake, 
Bz iG; 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Your new feature Around the Towns 
is tops in my book. No other publi- 


cation gives us so interesting an ac- 
of events in the towns of the interior 
as this feature. Keep it going, even 
ifyou have to throw out other material. 
Only one thing I have to beef about. 
You had a wonderful chance to show 
us some of the Northwest’s most 
beautiful scenery in the form of Miss 
Dalcye Smith, the gal from Whitehorse 
who won the Miss Canada title. Yet 
you had no picture of her. How come? 

Don’t you like pictures of women? 
Ted Klosky 


### So help us, Ted, we didour best 
to get a picture of Miss Smith. We 
wrote the Whitehorse Jaycees but they 
didn’t answer our letter. An over- 
sight we hope. 


Edmonton Land Co. Ltd., 
1 MacDougall Court, 
Edmonton, Alta. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Whilst finishing a vacation in Van- 
couver last week I purchased a copy 
of your August edition of the North- 
west Digest and read with very much 
pleasure Mr. Cliff Kopas’s interesting 
article on our Third Western Outlet-- 
Bella Coola. 

Ihad just finished a two months trip 
at San Francisco, Seattle, Victoria 
and Vancouver which helped me to 
visualize better what that Outlet might 
become in ten ortwenty years hence. 

I have lived here on the Prairies 
Winnipeg and Edmonton since 1904 so 
have seen a lot of out Western Pro- 
gress and never regretted coming 
here from London England at that 
time. Our west gets more inter- 
esting every year and I figure your 
northwest has just begun. 

I have read the story on Alexander 
MacKenzie several times, but the 
inside story astoldby your Mr.Kopas 
is one of the best I’ve read. 

Am enclosing one dollar for two 
more copies of same as I wish to give 
them to some friends here who are 
very interested in our early history. 

With best wishes for yours and Mr. 
Logan’s future efforts for your worth 
while Digest which is surely needed 
now more than ever in our growing 
West. 

Sincerely yours, 
J.W. Sherwin 
N 
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‘‘The Cariboo is synonymous with 
a 


the first of everything in British Col- 
umbia. It was the Gold Rush in the 
1860’s when forty million dollars worth Bat 4 
of gold was found in three miles of 
creek at Barkerville that focused the 
attention of the world inthose days on 
British Columbia. The cattlemen of 
the Cariboo and Chilcotin Plateau 
came in in thoseearly days to raise 
food for miners of this exciting age. 
That was the beginning of the Cariboo , 
only 68 years after Captain Vancouver 
dropped anchor. 

Gold, beef-cattle and the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway have made the 
Cariboo famous and made this humble 
representative in this House their 
M.L.A.~---What more could one want? 
Barkerville, Quesnel, Williams Lake , 
Chilcotin Plateau, 100 Mile House on 
excellent highways, invite the world 
to see Industrial Expansion in this 
great Empire. ’’ 

HONORABLE RALPH CHETWYND 
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LET ME SOLVE THAT CHRISTMAS GIFT PROBLEM. STOP BAT- 
TLING THE CROWDS. GO ON HOME AND TAKE YOUR SHOES OFF; RE- 
LAX. THEN JUST FILLIN THENAMES OF THOSE YOU WANT TO SEND 
A GIFT TO AND I WILL DO THE REST. UNLIKE A TIE OR SIMILAR 
PRESENT THAT IS OPENED AND FORGOTTEN, A DIGEST CHRISTMAS 
SUBSCRIPTION BRINGS SIX REMINDERS A YEAR OF YOUR THOUGHT - 
FULNESS AND A DIGEST SUBSCRIPTION RENEWS ITS WELCOME SIX 
TIMES A YEAR. YOU ARE IN EFFECT SENDING SIX GIFTS, EACH PA- 
CKED WITH LIVELY ARTICLES ON THE NORTHWEST, ENTERTAINING 
FEATURES ON ITS PEOPLE, AND ACCURATE WRITE-UPS ON ITS IN- 
DUSTRIES, TOWNS, AND CITIES. 

Regular rate Canada $2.50 Christmas rate Canada $2.00 

Weis: At $3.00 Wi SeAL $2.50 

Northwest Digest 
Box 218 

Quesnel, B.C. 
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From SENSE AND NONESENSE by Eric Patrick Nicol. Copyright 1947 THE RYERSON PRESS 


It is a lamentable fact that there are 
many common misconceptions about 
Christmas trees, not the least of which 
is that they are necessary. ‘‘Christ- 
mas isn’t Christmas without a tree, ’’ 
somebody says~-somebody who never 
went through the aboreal nightmare 
of putting one up, somebody who never 
went tobed Christmas eve with pitch 
on his hands and pine needles down 
his back, somebody, in short, who 
ought to keep his big fat mouth shut. 

Highly significant is the fact that 
the custom of dragging a young forest 
into the living room the third week in 
December originated in Germany, the 
home of so many other secret weapons 
and inhuman engines of torture. The 
good old English custom was to hang 
a stocking over the fireplace. Any- 
body canhang a stocking over a fire- 
place. All you need is a stocking, a 
fireplace, a wad of gum, and you’r 
set. But, no. Because the Germans 
were hauling coniferous headaches 
into their homes, we had to get in on 
it. We got trees, too, we said, with 
fierce national pride, and began the 
mad chopping and hacking and ham- 
mering that has continued to the pre- 
sent day. 

The commercial advantages of Chr- 
istmas trees soonbecame apparent to 
manufacturers. Unless there is some- 
thing seriously wrong with your cal- 
ves, youcan get more presents under 
a tree than you can in your stocking. 
Try inserting a wagon, a frigidaire, 
or a set of golf clubs in the average 
cotton sock (no fair forcing or shov- 
ing), and you realize immediately why 
big business is solidly behind the Chr-~ 
istmastree, withits arm around Luc~ 
ifer’s shoulders. 

Well, cornered by Teuton sabotage , 
the greed of vested interests and the 
persistent whining of the family, you 


PAGE 6 


have no choice but to erect a Christ- 
mas tree. As though you don’t have 
trouble enough staggering into the 
house Christmas eve, after snifting a 
few with the boys at the office, you 
have to taugle suddenly withthis stand 
of timber in the hall, an encounter 
likely as not to persuade you that you 
have missed the entrance to the house 
altogether and are flailing about the 
garden shrubbery. . 

But let us not anticipate all the fun 
and gladness that a Christmas tree 
carries in every green, bushy, eye- 
gouging branch. The first decision 
you must make, after putting it off 
until Santa Claus has his leg cocked 
over the chimney, is whether you will 
buy a tree or go forth into the woods 
and hew your own. If you have a taste 
for the romantic, if you feel imbued 
with the true, rousing Christmas spir- 
it, andespecially if you are something 
of a congenital idiot, you will elect to 
hew. 

With the song of the woodsman on 
your lips, you sling your tiny kindling 
hatchet across your shoulder and stri- 
ke out along the path leading to the 
garage. From there you continue the 
journey by car, nosing into the coun- 
try, staring out the side-window for a 
fir or pine that will go on top of the 
radio without requiring amajor alter- 
ationinthe roof. You meet other cars 
whose drivers ar» doing exactly the 
same thing. Womp. You compare 
damage to fenders and headlights, and 
even a rough estimate of the repair 
bill promises to exceedthe price of a 
boughten tree by a week’s salary. 

Gripping your hatchet a bit tighter 
than necessary, you stalk into the 
woods with a seasonal snarl in your 
throat. Three bogs and a slightly 
sprained ankle later, you find the tree 
you want, It’s a beauty, The part you 


covet starts about sixty feet above the 
ground, but it’s worth it. Fiercely 
you attack the trunk with the hatchet 
and soon the chips are flying, a re- 
markably high percentage of them 
straight into your good eye. Half-way 
through, both you and the hatchet lose 
your heads and youcontinue in a cold 
fury with pocket-knife, teeth, and 
brutalkicksfrom all sides, occasion- 
ally jumping on this symbol of Yuletide 
joy and trying to claw it down. 

Waiting patiently at the car as you 
emerge trailing your kill is a man 
whose bearing and sidearms are those 
of an official of the government. You 
can’t help wondering, when you note 
the expression on his face, whether 
there might be something in the sign 
reading ‘‘PROVINCIAL REFOREST- 
ATION PROJECT--CUT NOTREES.”’ 
Sure enough, stocked witha passfrom 
this gentleman to your favourite nei- 
ghbourhood police court, you make 
for home with your tree, which is ra- 
pidly becoming a pain in the lumbar 
region. 

You haul the tree into the living 
room, carefully ignoring the family’s 
ill-timed observations about the scr- 
awniness of its lower branches, and 
try it for size ontopof the radio. Af- 
ter you have, in cold blood, cut the 
legs off the radio, the treetop’s tinsel 
star of Bethlehem continues to ride 
along the ceiling at arakish angle, but 
you don’t want to hear any more about 
it, see. You’ve had a hard day. Chr- 
istmas or no Christmas, you can’t 
help feeling that dogs have the right 
attitude towards trees. 

After arestless night haunted by 
dreams of having tochop your way out 
of the Black Forest with a butter knife , 
you start the next evening to hang the 
colored lights on thetree. For sheer, 
noisy fun, this is the next best thing 
to a strike riot of a South American 
revolution. 

First, with the judicious eye of the 
artist, you weave the strings: of lights 
through the branches until they lie just 
right. You insert the wall plug. Do 
the lights come to life in brilliant blu- 
es, greens andreds, transforming the 
tree into a miracle of colour? Not 
quite. Not just yet. In fact they sit 
there as though they had never heard 
of Edison. The only difference is that 
if you touchthem now you stand a fair 
chance of being electrocuted. Some- 
where among those dozens of little 
bulbs thereis adud, or several duds , 
and the game is to find whichit is with- 
out calling in the General Electric 
Company. Any number of people can 
play this game, but only one ever does , 
you great big beautiful sucker, you. 
While your fingers fumble from socket 
to socket, testing each bulb with what 
you like to think is a good bulb, various 
other members of the family stand 
around throwing imitation snow at the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 


PART TYO OF 


PETER 


by 


JUNLEVEY 


ALEX P. McINNIS 


FOR THE FIRST TIME THE MINERS WERE ALLOWED TO WATCH THE INTERIOR INDIAN’S GAMES. 


Synopsis: 

By 1858 upwards of 30,000 miners 
were working the Fraser river bars 
below the Canyon. To the miners the 
Interior was an unknown wilderness 
inhabited by Indians whose reputation 
was anything but friendly. But in the 
spring of 1859 a small party decided 
to push up the river into the Interior. 


They reached ariver flowing into the 
Fraser from the west and there en- 
countered a huge Indian who told them 
of gold to be found in the mountains 
east of the river. He agreed to lead 
them and the party left for Fort Kam- 
loops to buy supplies for the journey. 
At Fort Kamloops they encountered 
an unexpected obstacle. 


Part 2 

The Hudson’s Bay Co. factor in 
charge at first declined to sell them 
the supplies they needed when they un- 
suspectingly toldhim they were going 
prospecting intothe mountains some- 
where East of Fort Alexandria. This 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 
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At the official ceremony the new Chief, 


Russel Howard Gamble, receives the 
O.B.M. from Mr. F. Anfield, head of 


the Department of Indian Affairs. 


With the swift moving of events in 
our present age, what is news today 
becomes history tomorrow. Ido not 
know whether Ishould start this story 
back inthe spring of 1949 when Russell 
Howard Gamble became the Chief of 
the Kitkatlas or way back in the long, 
long ago when his grandmother, abea- 
utiful Indian maid of high family, for 
her brother was then the Chief of the 
Kitkatlas, left her home to become the 
wife ofthe Chief at Bella Bella far to 
the south. 

Unfortunately this marriage did not 
prove to be a happy one for the young 
bride could not understand the lang- 
uage of her husband’s people and she 
longed for the home and companions 
she had left in her native village far 
tothe north. One night in the company 
of an old Indian named Zibasha, she 


THE MAKING OF AN 


by Wel. Lie & Campbell. 


started out by canoe to make the long 
trip back to Dolphin Island and her 
own people, the Kitkatlas. 

It was shortly after her return to 
her native land that her son was born, 
-a fat shubby baby whom she adored. 
Not long after this, she became the 
wife of a Port Simpson Chief who a- 
dopted the wee Indian laddie as his 
own. The years passed swiftly and 
when the lad was grown he returned to 
his mothers native village. There he 
became Chief, -Chief Hale, Chief of 
the Kitkatlas. He was a big man and 
as he grew old and slow of step, his 
people made resting places along the 
village street for their beloved Chief. 
He had turned from the wreckless 
ways of his youth and had proved him- 
self to beagreat leader. He had won 
the respect and confidence of the Ind- 
ians for miles-up and down our west 
coast. 

It was in the fall of 1947 that I found 
myself teaching in this small village 
forty miles southwest of Prince Rup- 
ert, but Edward Gamble, Chief Hale 
ofthe Kitkatlas, wasno longer there. 


Photos by the author 


His people were still mourning the 
death of their beloved Chief who had 
died the spring before. 

The fall of 1948 found me once more 
back in this Indian village, but still 
they had no Chief. Although with the 
coming of Christianity to the village , 
many of the old customs had been given 
up, there were still a few of the old 
traditions to which they clung. One 

Continued on page 25 


Totem pole carving is a dying art, but 
one tradition the Indians retain is that 
a man must prove himself before he 


. ae 


~ - ; er . can become Chief. 
Kitkatla village on Dolphin Island, some 40 miles southwest of Prince Rupert 


PAGE 8 


He Hunts 
the Chilcotins 
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RED McCUE A 


‘‘There’s nothing on four feet can 
compare with the speed and cunning 
of a Wild horse,’’ says twenty five 
year old ‘Red’ McCue: Red has been 
a dyed in the wool cowboy since the 
age of fourteen, and his spare time 
hobby forthe past six years has been 
chasing wildhorses. He claims there 
are at leasttwo hundred of these wild 
animals still roaming the Chilcotin 
areain BritishColumbia. As recently 
as last winter, he collected bounty on 
forty five of them captured inthe Chil- 
cotin. 

Barry (Red) McCue was born on a 
farm sixty miles from Calgary, at 
Bowden, Alberta. At the tender age 
of fourteen he decided he wanted to be 
a cowboy, and see more of the world 
immediately. Much to the alarm of 
his parents he firmly packed his bags 
and headed west. 

Red’s first job was on a ranch in 
Kamloops, B.C., and lasted for three 
years. During this time exciting tales 
were exchanged in the bunkhouses 
about the great Chilcotin ranching 
country in northern B.C. When he 
‘quit his job atKamloops he headed for 
northern B.C., where he got his se- 
cond job on the famous Chilco Ranch 
in the Chilcotin. 

There comes a time in every hunt- 
ers life when a sparkis kindled which 
motivates his hunting activities for 
the future. Thistime came to Red one 
afternoon when he and his pal, Tory 
Exshaw, were herding cattle on the 
Chilco Ranch, and they caught sight 
of a band of wild horses. Red admits 
a bit sheepishly that from then on they 
played hookey several times, chasing 
various bands of the elusive horses i 
in an effort to get within close range 
of them. ‘‘Unless the wind is right, ”’ 
he says, “‘you will never even catch 
sight of them. It’s almost impossible 
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to get within range of them for photo- 
graphic purposes. ”’ 

Red says a wild horse will rebel 
most violently against captivity, and 
will fight to the death. One time he 
and Tory chased a wild Pinto all one 
day through fairly deep snow. Finally 
the wild horse slowed down and Tory 
got close enough to rope him. The 
terrified horse gave a high squeal, 
rolled his eyes wildly, then dropped 
dead. ‘‘Sometimes roping them, ’’ Red 
says, ‘‘they give you a badtime. I 
got bitten once on the arm.’’ 

Ancestry of the wild horse in the 
Chilcotin country dates back to when 
the white menfirstcame to B.C. The 
Indians claim they had never seen a 
horse before that time. After the 
Barkerville goldrush, and other sma~ 
ller finds, many of the miners took up 
homesteading and ranching in north- 
ern British Columbia. 

One rancher in the Chilcotin raised 
horses for thirty five years, hundreds 
of which were never used for domestic 
purposes. Many of them ran wild, 
gradually propagating their own kind 
and adding their characteristics to the 
strain found in the Chilcotin today. 

The average weight of a wild horse 
is from seven hundred to eight hundred 
pounds. As a rule their colouring is 
black, sorrelor brown, but occasioh- 
ally they are composed of every mix- 
ture of colour under the sun. Once in 
awhile, too, an outstandingly beautiful 
stallion develops. Redhad his eye on 
a pretty Palomino last winter, and 
chased him for a full week; but the 
stallion was tricky. He’d wait until 
Red was within a few yards of him, 
then with a whistle and a snort he’d 
vanish into the woods. The Palomino 
was leading nine mares, but Red cau- 
ght only occasional glimpses of them 
in the background. 


The wild horses can be caught in the 
deep snow in the winter time, but if 
takes stamina, perseverance, and a 
mighty good horse to stand the gaff, 
Red says. The kind of country they 
roam through is dotted with Jack Pine , 
swamps, and smallhills. Red’s cho- 
senterritory so far has beenthe Chil- 
co and Whitewater range, between the 


Whitewater River and Big Creek, in 
the Chilcotin area. 

Inthe early twenties the government 
deemed it ‘necessary to put a bounty 
on Wild horses in British Columbia , 
because with hundreds of them roam- 
ing the rangelands, they not only rob- 
bed the domestic stock of pasture, but 
quite often skirted the ranches luring 
the tame stock into their bands. One 
old timer says the influence of a band 
of wild horses on a domestic animal 
is unbelievable. One day in their com- 
pany canturna gentle stolid mare into 
afleet footed pegasus, with the sensi- 
tivity and agility of a mountain goat. 

The open season yearly, on Wild 
horses in the Chilcotin, is from Jan- 
uary the first, until May the first. 
During that time all domestic stock 
is supposed to be off the range. It is 
doubtful that many wild horses have 
ever been caught other than inthe win- 
tertime. Atthat time they are in poor 
shape, asfeedis scarce, and the deep 
snow aids the hunterin capturing them. 
The government bounty is five dollars 
per head for mares, and seven fifty 
for stallions. For proof of his kill, 
the hunter has to produce the ears 
from the mares, and the ears plus 
genitalsfrom the stallions. These 
bounties are taken to the district for- 
est ranger, who counts them, then 
sends his report to the game depart- 
ment at Kamloops. Hunters must be 
experienced and have a license before 
they are allowedto shoot wild horses. 

In 1950 Red decidedto hunt the wild 
horses for bounty. In April of that 
year, he persuaded Tory to go with 
him on a six day trip. They selected 
three good horses, using one for a 
pack horse. The food they took along 
had to be kept at a minimum as they 
had to pack sleeping bags, guns, and 
oats for their horses. They rode all 
the first day, heading toward the coast 
range, and finally set up camp on the 
edge of a Swamp. Here the snow was 
not so deep, andthe horses could rust- 
lea little feed. ‘‘One morning during 
that trip,’’ Red says, ‘‘we woke up 
and found about six inches of snow on 
top of our sleeping bags. It was a bit 
rugged all right, but between the two 
of us, we collected bounty on forty 
horses. ”’ 

A few days after their return to the 
ranch, Red found an opportunity to go 
out again. A neighbouring rancher 
was unable to find one of his mares, 
so he and Red combined their ‘re- 
spective’ hunts into a ten day trip. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 
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Chilcotin is an undefined maze of 
mountain and valley, range and mea- 
dow, swamp and forest cut in jigsaw 
pieces by the intricate maze of the 
Chilcotin River and its tributaries. 

If you are an old timer, it’s the 
Chilcootin; if youarea very old timer 
indeed, it’s the Chilly-cootin. But 
eventhe veriest new-comer, approa- 
ching it over it’s rough gravel roads 
with a short ‘‘o0’’ on his tongue, reach- 
es out to greet it with wonder in his 
heart. 

It lies east and west between the 
Fraser andthe Coast Range; north and 
south between the Lakes country and 


by 
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the tight triangle of the Lower Fraser , 
and overlaps its neighbours all ar- 
ound. It has political boundaries for 
purposes of voting and land pre-empt- 
ion and similar formalities, but the 
idea of Chilcotin, it would seem, is 
bigger thanthe Chilcotinitself, as big 
as its own tall blue sky. 

Most people approach it by way of 
William’s Lake. Theycross the Fra- 
ser onChimney Creek bridge, and no- 
tice, when they do so, that its signs 
were hungin1922. Acrossthe bridge , 
the road goes up. Andup. Right to 
the top of the plateau. And when the 


road has unwound itself and straight- 


ens out ontop ofthe world, it’s a rare 
motorist who doesn’t stop to get his 
breath at the first impact of the range- 
land scenery. There is forest on the 
hills far off, but the brown slopes, 
under a rippling wind, seem to carry 
on forever. Cottonwoods shimmer 
perpetually in the smoothly scooped- 
out hollows, beside the drying pot- 
holes, and everywhere is scattered 
the warm red colour of Hereford cat- 
tle. This is the Riske Creek area, 
the northern limit of the Gang Ranch, 
where, insome places, glacier-drop- 
ped boulders are sown like a crop 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 


NATURE AND ART COMBINE TO MAKE AN UNUSUAL 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE CHILCOTIN'S SECOND 
LARGEST FALL INDUSTRY -- MOOSE GUIDING, 


PIONEER RESIDENT MRS, N. LEE AT HANCEVILLE, HER LATE HUSBAND DURING THE KLONDYKE 
GOLD RUSH ATTEMPTEDTO DRIVE 200 HEAD OF CATTLE FROM HANCEVILLE TO THE KLONDYKE, 
HE REACHED TESLIN LAKE AND PLANNEDTO RAFT THE BEEF DOWN THE YUKON, BUT A STORM 
BROKE UP THE SCOWS AND WHEN HE FINALLY REACHED VANCOUVER ALL HE HAD LEFT WAS A 


BLANKET, A DOG, AND A DOLLAR. ALICE KIMOFF PHOTO ALICE KIMOFF PHOTO 
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GOVT, TRAVEL BUREAU PHOTO 


WILLIAMS LAKE, SUPPLY POINT FOR THE CHILCOTIN- 
BLACKWELL'S PHOTO 
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COWBOY AT PLAY--RODEO TIME GOVT, TRAVEL BUREAU PHOTO 


COWBOY AT WORK--BRANDING TIME. GOVT. TRAVEL BUREAU PHOTO 
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Williams Lake 
Motors Limited 


CHEVROLET PONTIAC 


GENERAL MOTORS 


OLDSMOBILE BUICK 


CHEVROLET TRUCKS GMC TRUCKS 


NUGGET KOFFEE BAR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN 


HAMBURGERS 


CARIBOO HOME FURNISHINGS 


“Everything for the Home”’ 


AGENTS for SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINTS 
and SERVEL FRIGIDAIRS 


SHELL OIL DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 


LOCAL AGENT 
SID PIGEON 


SERVICE IS 
OUR BUSINESS 


THE CARIBOO'S FINEST AND MOST MODERN 
A "FREINDLY'! HOTEL WHEN AWAY FROM HOME, 
ss “ 7 ? 


For information on any 


Standard Oil products call 


AGENT Bob Carson 


a 
LAKEVIEW HOTEL LTD. 


AND RESTAURANT 


SAMPLE ROOMS HEADQUARTERS FOR 


COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS and SPORTSMEN 


Comfortable rooms - with or without 
baths at reasonable rates. 


Williams SL hok= Phan umacy 


J.. BRUCE MAGOFFIN, PH.c. 
OCISPENSING CHEMIST 


Mail orders our specialty 


“Griendly Drug Seruice from the Heart of Cariboo’ 


THE WILLIAMS LAKE BUSINESS- 
MEN ON THIS PAGE JOIN IN WISH- 
ING THEIR MANY FRIENDS AND 
CUSTOMERS -- 


Lake Hardware Ltd. 


The Lake’s Leading Dealer In 
GENERAL HARDWARE 


HUNTING - FISHING 
and 


SPORTING GOODS 


=," Wy, 


| us Lebee Home Bourtve 


GAS OIL 


- LUBRICATION 
LAST STOP for Chilcotin! 


HUNTING, FISHING and ROAD 
INFORMATION HERE! 


| "IN THE HEART OF THE CARIBOO" 


y oan W. 
Sosa’ So adies EQT 
(MARGOT Y. LEE - FRANK L. LEE .- HELEN M. LEE) 
COATS - DRESSES - SUITS - SPORTSWEAR - HOSIERY 
FOUNDATIONS - INFANTS & CHILDREN'S WEAR 
YARDAGE - BEDDING & LINENS 
— FIRST AVENUE — 


WESTERN, RIFE & PIGEON 


FRESH FRUITS AND 


VEGET ABLES 


AS 


LOW PRICES 


FROZEN FOODS 


SERVICF - QUALITY - 


we 


LICENSED PREMISES 


MAPLE LEAF HOTEL 


ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES Me 


PHONE 25 B.J. 


"BENNY" ABBOTT 


MACKENZIE’S LTD. 


Wholesale and Retail Merchants 


* GROCERIES * HARDWARE 


*DRY GOODS * MENSWEAR 


="=~ a> BLACKWELLS 
= en ky 

PHOTO 

SERVICE 


CANDY & MAGAZINES 
& FINISHING 
Commercial Photography 


24 HOUR SERVICE "Your Cariboo Photographers” 


SUNNYSIDE 
HOTEL AND AUTO COURT 


kkk FOUR STAR ACCOMMODATION 
GRY 
” tip 


wet "THE HEART 


OF THE CARIBOO FISH & GAME COUNTRY" 


Telegraph Creek 


«Hazelton 


«Smithers 
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With trees standing bare and defiant 
against a grey landscape and nights 
growing steadily colder and longer , 
king winter is about to engulf the nor- 
thwest. And while our winter may 
seem most bleak to those in the sunny , 
hurricane south, to most of the north- 
westit is a welcome change. For the 
rancher it is achanceto recover from 
the 14 hour days of haying, fencing, 
branding, and other activities char- 
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acteristic of life on the range. 
the trapper it is a chance to get a 
grubstake, for the logger, a chance 
to make up for time lost during sum- 
mer rain and mud, and for construct- 
ion companies a chance to catchup on 


For 


the backlog of summer work. And 
this year most companies havea very 
healthy backlog of work, because the 
year has been one of the most feverish 
on record. 


Both Kamloops and Prince George 
went on record or near record con- 
struction binges. Terrace, 100 Mile, 
Clinton, Fort St. John, and a dozen 
other communities saw new buildings 
erected, new industries appear, and 
new residents move in. A few random 
figures on school enrollment proves 
just how many people are moving in. 
In Prince George enrollment has in- 
creased from 1177 in 1946 to 3, 058 last 
year, an increase of 160 per cent. 
Other areas have shown even more 
remarkable increases. Terrace in- 
creased by 192 per cent in the last 
seven years, Quesnelby 228 per cent, 
and Burns Lake by 240 per cent, just 
to mention a few. By contrast Van- 
couver could muster only a33 per cent 
increase, Chilliwack 26 per cent, 
Fernie 17 per cent, and Penticton 15 
per cent. Did somebody say some- 
thing about the slumbering north? 

During the year Quesnel got its 
streets blacktopped and a glistening 
$650, 000 hospital, Dawson Creek got 
a $2,000, 000 oil refinery, Kamloops 
is getting a $750,000 Hudson’s Bay 
Store, and Prince George is getting, 
among many other things, a $1, 000, 
000 brewery. More miles of the Car- 
iboo Highway have been rebuilt and 
blacktopped, Highway 16 from Prince 
George to Prince Rupert has received 
a considerable face lifting, the Hart 
Highway has been improved and even 
Bella Coola gotitsroad. The P.G.E. 
is being extended to the Peace and 
even farther, the B.C. Power Com- 
mission chalked up arecord year, and 
entire new industries moved into the 
the northwest. So who minds a few 
months of winter? Itis only a breath- 
ing spell before another outburst of 
building activity herald by the com- 
ing of the geese next spring. 
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One group undaunted by approaching 
winter isthe outdoor fraternity. Many 
enthusiastic nimrods are still scour- 
ing the hills hoping to fill the deep 
freeze before the seasoncloses. Whe- 
ther they will succeed is a question, 
but they are apparently being more 
cautious this year than in previous 
years. At least so far there hasn’t 
been an incident such as occurred near 
Quesnel several seasons back when a 
man had his horse shot out from under 
him by a trigger happy Davy Crockett 
who thought it was a moose. The sea- 
son, however, has produced some un- 
usual incidents. 


I got the order... 


PRINCE GEORGE 


QUESNEL 
DAWSON CRZEK 


KITIMAT 


Inthe Prince George district Harry 
Loder, Board of Trade President , 
was stalking a bullon opening day and 
about to pull the trigger when a shot 
‘rang out and the bull dropped dead. 
Harry’s comments as another hunter 
strode forth to claim the bull were’nt 
recorded but they are believed to have 
been most interesting. 

Two other Prince George hunters 
had an hour of glory when they racked 
up the first two kills of the present 
season. Their triumph was extremely 
fleeting because the pair bagged their 
bullsin aclosed district, a feat which 
earned them two distinctions. Besides 


are 


NORTHERN ORDER OFFICES, 


PRINCE RUPERT 


VANDERHOOF 
WHITEHORSE, ¥. i. 


TERRACE 


being the first to get their moose, they 
were also the first to be fined $100 
each and costs for their exploit. 

In Prince George itself the year has 
brought the largest construction boom 
inthe city’s 42 year history. Projects 
range from a $1,500,000 P.G.E. 
bridge near the city to a $250,000 
contract for hard surfacing 17 miles 
ofthe Hart Highway, and froma $110, 
000 curling rink to a million dollar 
school building program. Within city 
limits construction is expected to re- 
ach $3,000,000 for the year and the 
totalfor the immediate district is ex- 
pected to top $8, 000, 000. 


thanks to LONG DISTANCE 


Your voice can be your best salesman. A Long 
Distance call is the next best thing to being 


there. And Long Distance costs so_ little. 


7&4 BRITISH COLUMBIA 
2 TELEPHONE COMPANY 


COLUMBIA CELLULOSE COMPANY'S $45,000,000 PULP MILL AT PRINCE RUPERT, 


QUESTION OF THE MONTH, WILL WESTERN PLYWOOD COMPANY BE GRANTED 
A FOREST MANAGEMENT LICENSE SO THAT THEY CAN BUILD A $20,000, 000 
PULP MILL AT QUESNEL, OR WILL THE INTERIOR CONTINUE TO BE BY-PASSED ? 
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Distributors For: 

INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS and Allied Equipment 
GALION GRADERS and ROLLERS 

HOUGH PAYLOADERS 

WARNER and SWASEY GRADALL 

MOBIL SWEEPERS 

PAK-MOR GARBAGE DISPOSAL UNITS 

REX CONCRETE MIXERS 

HERMAN NELSON HEATERS 


Branch at Prince George, B.C. 


B.C. EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. | 
PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


Manager: Tom Wintemute 
Tel: 963 -- 964 
WILLIAMS LAKE 
Lorne Shaw 
Tel: 129-M 


TERRACE 
Alex McGrath 
Tel: 361 


Representatives: 


CLD AND SERVICED BY 


B.C. EQUIPMENT GO.LTD. 


DWE ST. 
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For local Scotchmen one welcome 
addition is a pipe band. There are 
those, of course, who object to the 
pipes and these people have always 
congratulated themselves on having 
the luckto live in Prince George. 
Sister communities of Quesnel and 
Dawson Creek both have pipe bands 
but the music couldn’t be heard in 
Prince George unless the wind was 
right. But now arrives the revolu- 
tion. The Rotary recently provided 
funds for drums, uniforms, and all 
the trimmings for a 17 piece band and 
now the chanter’s drone joins the plan- 
er mill’s snarlas part of the charac- 
teristic local scene. 

Last fallanother record was set in 
Prince George when over 8, 000 atten- 
ded the City’s 40th Annual Fall Fair. 
Honorable Ray Williston, Minister of 
Education, opened the very successful 
fair and the record crowd viewed dis- 
plays of local produce that for both 
quality and appearance surpassed that 
imported from California and other 
southern points. In future if Associ- 
tion plans succeed the fair will become 
a Class B Regional Fair, and as such 
will be the, showplace of the central 
and northern Interior. 

Meanwhile 76 miles southof Prince 
George at Quesnel, Commissioner 
Ceal Tingley is still having his troub- 


les with the automobile era. Last 
issue, readers will recall, the Com- 
missioner had (1) Complained about 
the laxity of local traffic enforcement 
and had been the first picked up when 
the Mounties lowered the boom (2) Had 
his Buick kinked from stem to stern 
when sandwiched between cars trying 
to stop on wet pavement and (3) Traded 
his battered Buick in on a new Olds- 
mobile and within two blocks of leaving 
the showroom had the trunk folded like 
an accordianby a driver more inter- 
ested in local legs than the road. 

After his chariot had been, unrumpl- 
ed Ceal decided he didn’t like the paint 
job. He had it repainted then learned 
that the new color was so called ‘stan- 
dard equipment’, and he had shelled 
out much wampum for something that 
was free, so to speak. 

He was recovering nicely from this 
jolt to the bank-book when one day he 
parked, dutifully fed the meter, and 
later was about to drive when another 
Commissioner appeared. They had 
anon the spot discussion about park- 
ing regulations and became so inter- 
ested in the subject that neither not- 
icedthe red flag pop up. A hand atta- 
ching a ticket to the windshield re- 
minded them of their oversight. 

The Commissioner’s only consola- 
tion was that he was in good company. 


During the meter’s first five weeks 
of service they garnered over 400 
parking tickets, undoubtedly some- 
thing of a North American record. 

And Quesnel meters are original in 
another way. None of this cut and 
dried 60 minutes for a nickel stuff, 

they are strict individualists. One 
liberally allowed three hours for a. 
nickel, its counterpart that we patron- 
ized allowed just three minutes for a 
nickel. It was a money maker, that 
meter. Two dollars and five cents 
for three minutes. And some meters 
on Front street have proven even more 
profitable. There angle parking is 
the rule, and for some reason people 
feed the right hand meter, rather than 
the left. These meters have proven 
successful beyond all imagination. 

Motorists feed the right hand ones and 
get dinged a deuce by the left hand 

ones. 

But the local traffic question isn’t 
all black. The Cariboo Highway will 
be completely blacktopped next year 
and the portion of Quesnel’s Front 
street that slips into the Fraser river 
every springis being repaired. Local 
contractors Docherty-Blair are haul - 
ing some 10, 000 tons of rock for a fill 
designed to keep the bank from sluffing 
riverwards andtaking the street with 
it. At least all concerned are keeping 
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their fingers crossed and hoping that 
the rock fill will do the job. 

Another group with fingers crossed 
are those concerned about Quesnel’s 
great dependence on the lumber in- 
dustry. Anewfirm recently announc- 
ed plans to minethe area’s Diatomite 
deposits and the operation will provide 
a more diversified economy. The 
Company has already spent $12, 000 in 
drilling and other initial survey work 
onthe deposits, said tobe the largest 
and purest inthe British Empire. But 
since processing the mineral requires 
vast quantities of heat, final outcome 
of the plan rests on whether natural 
gas from the Peace River will be 
available. Ifthe project materializes 
it will provide employment for at 
least 45, and more as demand for the 
mineral grows. 

B.C. ’s Diatomite is currently im- 
ported from California and the utili- 
zation of the local product will be 
another instance of the northwest de- 
veloping its abundant resources. For 
decades progress in this field was 
virtually non-existant, but the past 
10 years has seen some great changes 
in northwest development. And citi- 
zens suchasMrs. J.Earley of Quesnel 
who recently celebrated her 90th bir- 
thday have witnessed these changes. 

When Mrs. Earley first came to 
Quesnel in 1884 as the settlements 
first schoolteacher, the journey from 
Victoria took four days. After teach- 
ing in Quesnel for two years she left 
on holidays and the train she caught 
at Ashcroft was the inaugural run of 
the new transcontinental C.P.R. to 
Port Moody. Vancouver at that time 
didn’t exist, infact the area was a fir 
forest. 

Another indication of the North- 
west’s youth is contained in an annou- 
cement in the Terrace ‘‘Omineca’’ 
Herald that John Frank was_ recently 
married. The interesting note about 
the wedding is that John is the son of 
pioneer Terrace residents and the 
first white child born in the area. 

A group impressed with the North’s 
newness was a Vancouver Board of 
Trade delegation. In a speech to the 
Dawson Creek Chamber of Commerce 
and visiting members of Interior 
Boards of Trade, Mr. H.M. Waters, 
the Vancouver Board President, said 
he couldn’t help noticing the high per- 
centage of young people in the north- 
ern Interior. Then later Ralph Pybus, 
immediate past President of the Board 
said he was impressed by the virility 
and enthusiasm of the village. All 
delegation members praised thePeace 
River area and all left convinced that 
Dawson Creek well lives up to its 
Chamber of Commerce slogan ‘‘160 
years ago Alexander MacKenzie slept 
here--nobody is asleep here now. ’’ 

A look around Dawson Creek proves 
the latter point. The village’s streets 
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are paved, its buildings new and mod- 
ern, and optimism is everywhere. 
The P.G.E. will arrive in 1957, the 
Hart Highway is being improved and 
willbe paved within four years, local 
businesses are expanding and new 
ones appearing. 

One of the towns most modern rest- 
aurants is adding aroof garden, local 
radio station CJDC has moved into 
spanking new quarters, the Toronto- 
Dominion bank is building new prem- 
ises, and the Bank of Nova Scotia is 
opening a branch, giving the village 
four banks plus one of the largest 


people. 


establishments. 
; Ror furth 
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Boots, Shoes, Sports Footwear 
Fishing Tackle 
Gifts and Souvenirs - 


The Bella Coola DistrictBoard of Trade 


INVITES YOU TO GROW WITH A NEW COMMUNITY 
Bella Coola has its new road. 


A barber, shoemaker, dentist, 
the professional men required. There is a need for hotels, 
pool rooms, motels, cafes, bowling alleys,andother business 


Investigate the opportunities of a new land. 
er detials write 


STRICT BOARD OF TRADE 


FOR DOMESTIC AND EXPORT MARKETS, 


Camps, Bella Coola,B.C. and Johnston Straits, B.C. 


GEORGE NELSON & SONS 
Groceries - Boots and Shoes - Drygoods 


BELLA COOLA,B.C. 


Sporting Goods 
Photographs 


Credit Unions in the Province. The 
new $2,000,000 X-L refinery is al- 
most complete and soon gasoline, 
deisel fuel, and heating fuel will be 
pouring from the refinery. The plant 
willoperate on Peace River crude oil 
and production annually will be ten 
million gallons of gas, two million 
of kerosene, and four millionof deisel 
fuel. 

Good news for residents along the 
1,200 mile Canadian section of the 
Alaska highway also comesfrom Daw- 
son Creek. A local trucking firm, 
Northern Freightways Ltd, were re- 


The district needs more 
are only a few of 


Affilliated with LIONS GATE LUMBER CO,LTD, 
North Vancouver,B,C. 
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“Service Is Our Business”? 


Managers: 


BELCO Service Station 
(General Motors Cars and Trucks 


FIRESTONE TIRES AND TUBES 


Gra 6 Mewlore Mel. 


ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CONTRACTORS | 
Appliances Power Saws Industrial Equipment * Oil Furnaces, 
Estimates Anywhere, Anytime, Our motto - "What we sell we service" 


G. BAZILLE, Bella Coola 


SHFLLL* Gas & Oil 


Bella Coola, B.C. 


* PRINCE RUPERT 
* TERRACE 


* BELLA COOLA 
* KITIMAT 


VIC GRANT, Prince Rupert 


cently awarded a mail contract to 
serve the Alaska Highway between 
Dawson Creek and Whitehorse. The 
service will be twice weekly, and the 
contract gives Dawson Creek another 
first. It is the starting point for the 
world’s longest rural mail route. 

The new service will be appreciated 
by the 1,000 people along the route , 
because with Christmas around the 
corner regular mail delivery greatly 
willhelp ease the misery of isolation. 
And speaking of Christmas, as that 
season approaches Sacred Heart Chu- 
rchparishoners in Williams Lake are 
hoping that they won’t have to relive 
last Christmas’s misfortune. 

In the church grounds they built a 
tableau of the setting at Christ’s birth , 
and when finished the scene was per- 
fect to the last detail. There were 
model animals, bales of hay, and even 


realhayin the manager. The parish- 
oners left filled with justifiable pride , 
in fact so pleased were they that they 
forgot to close the gate. A hungry cow 
noticed the oversight, invited herself 
in, and before she was discovered 
polished off the hay in the manager 
andwas munching happily onthe bales. 

However the parishoners weren’t 
too furious. Ranching has been the 
mainstay of locak economy almost 
since Williams Lake was founded and 
the village has become the largest in- 
dividual cattle shipping centerin B.C. 
But during recent years a newcomer, 
lumbering, has risento become a lusty 
contributor to local economy. Anda 
recent government announcement me- 
ans that lumbering will become even 
more important. The announcement 
stated that the district’s three main 
feeder roads were to be improved 
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RIGHT NEXT TO HAGENSBORG GARAGE 


Record Players * Appliances * Furniture 
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GENERAL STORE 


BOOTS AND SHOES 


GROCERIES 


FLOUR AND FEED 


Fruits * Vegetables * Fresh & Cured Meats 


LOGGING Co. LTD. 


7 LOGGING TRUCK AND TRAILER UNITS * 2 DUMP TRUCKS 
D-8 WITH LAND CLEARING EQUIPMENT 


ROUGH AND DRESSED LUMBER AND TIMBERS CUT TO SPECIFICATIONS 
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Contract Trucking * Land Clearing ¥ Road Building * 
85 miles from Anahim Lake, 12 miles from Bella Coola dock 
Head Office Hagensborg,B.C. Mailing Address, Bella Coola,B, C, 


Hagensbhorg Garage 


** COMPLETE GARAGE SERVICE ** 
STEAMCLEANING COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDING FACILITIES 


DEALERS FOR ALL FORD PRODUCTS 
AGENTS : Home Oil Products 


‘so that they are capable of taking the 
produce from the areas they serve, 
regardless of cost.’’ It was welcome 
news to Williams Lake. The road to 
Quesnel Lake in particular has been 
severely criticized and everyone feels 
that improvements are long overdue. 

On another front, the “Williams 
Lake Tribune’’ editorially wonders 
why Interior residents aren’t allowed 
to dip a few salmon when the run is 
on. It is a good point. At last year’s 
Game Commission convention, C. T. 
*‘Doc’’ Docherty, Cariboo Zone rep- 
resentative, tried tohave it legalized 
but failed. If Commercial fishermen 
can take 6,000,000 of an 8,000, 000 
fish run, surely interior residents 
are entitled toa few salmon. But it’s 
the Commercial fishermen’s living, 
protest some. Well, guiding is a living 
to many of our residents, yet those 
from the coast sally north every fall 
and shoot our moose, deer, bear, 
ducks, and even the occasional cow 
and horse. Are we not entitled toa 
salmon or two in return? 

Incidentally for those strange to 
Northwest customs salmon dipping is 
legalonly for Indians. The occasional 
white renegade, of course surrenders 
to his craving for a feed of fresh fish 
and indulges in the sport. Overhead 
for the operation is slight, requiring , 
so we have been told, a giant size 
edition of a net like that used by mad 
professors to catch butterflies, a 
bottle of good rum, and a campfire. 
The objectis simple. Oneof the party 
stands ona rock or other proturbance 
over the swirling river and drags the 
net through the water hoping a fish 
will swim into it. Some timid souls 
wrap a rope around themselves as a 
safety precaution but this is consid- 
ered unsporting. Meanwhile the other 
party members sit around the camp- 
fire drinking hot rums. Occasionally 
the poor fellow onthe rock is relieved 
and wheneveryone has dipped they go 
home. Sometimes they even have a 
salmon to take. But since dipping is 
illegal the evening can be expensive , 
to say nothing of being inconvenient 
for the game warden and assorted 
policemen who run around all night 
chasing men with butterfly nets. 

But so far the powers that be have 
been cold to changing the regulations , 
in fact about as cold as was the Fed- 
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eral Government to the pleas of Prince 
Rupert businessmen that the city’s 
drydock, the largest north of Van- 
couver, be granteda small subsidy to 
keep operative. But Ottawa casually 
tossed aside arguments of Prince Ru- 
pert businessmen who at their own 
expense sent a representative to Otta- 
wa to point out the value of the dry- 


dock, from botha defense and a com- 


mercial standpoint. They received 
only a cold shoulder and the drydock 
soldto an American firm who realized 
a good thing when they sawit. The 
sale was justified on terms of ‘‘econ- 
omy’’but to Prince Rupert it is another 
instance of the Federal government’s 
total unconcern about Northwest de- 
velopment. 

Apart from the drydock Prince Ru- 
pert is having itself a successful year. 
It isn’t experiencing the spectacular 
expansion of Prince George and Kam- 
loops but building permits are running 
far ahead of last year. A $250,000 


elementary school and a $100,000 
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Malkins building have boosted con- 
struction figures. Altogether permits 
for the first eight months have topped 
$725,000, aheartening increase over 
last year’s figure of $214, 407. 

Prince Rupert’s newest neighbour , 
Kitimat, continues itslusty expansion. 
The Kitimat Northern Sentinel reports 
that current population isnear 8,000, 
and that the area is emerging from 
the rough, frontier stage of its devel- 
opment. Among latest offices to open 
is the Unemployment Insurance Com- 
mission, and already about one third 
of those hired come tothe area direct 
making the area less and less depend- 
ant on Vancouver. 

The B.C. Telephone Company re- 
cently completed an$ 80, 000 telephone 
building that is one of the most attrac- 
tive structures in the town and in 
addition the new telephone system 
went into operation this month. Alto- 

ether B.C. Telephone have spent 

120, 000 onthe outside plant project, 
and strung over 1,900 miles of wire 
for the new system. 

Another Interior center booming 
right along is Kamloops. In fact this 
lumbering, agricultural, and refining 
center has one of the highest per capita 
family incomes in Canada. A recent 
survey by a New York firm showed 
thatKam loops families last year earn- 
ed an average of $4, 933. 00, compared 
with $4, 340. 00 for the rest of B.C., 
and $4, 284. 00for Canada. Kamloops 
retail stores reflect this fact. During 
last year they rang up retail sales of 
over $15,000,000, a healthy tribute 
to a healthy city. : 

As can be expected construction is 
pacing prosperity. For the first seven 
months of this year permits totalled 
almost $2,000,000, and since then 
the figure has risen to over $3,000, 
000. Biggest of the new projects are 
a $110,000 Canadian Legion building 
and a whopping $750,000 for a Hud- 
sons Bay Company store. 

The new Bay structure will differ 
slightly from the Company’s original 
store built prior to the Cariboo gold 
rush. It will havethree floors, esca- 
lators, and ample parking facilities. 
The new store will be the largest north 
of Vancouver, and give or take a foot 
here andthere, the Company’s origi- 
alfur trading post would almost fit 
into one of the new building’s show 
windows. 

In keeping with local growth, the 
city’s paper, the Kamloops Sentinel, 
recently changed to daily publication. 
Thenas a topper, Ian G. Clark, man- 
ager of local radio CFJC, is highly 
optimistic that application for a TV 
license will be approved. If the li- 
cense is granted it will be a big step 
for the city, and will be concrete 
proof that Interior businessmen have 
great faith in the future. 

Meanwhile some 1, 700 miles to the 
northwest the city of Whitehorse in 


the Yukon has taken the bit to teeth 
and, in the words of the poet, is gal- 
loping madly off in all directions. In 
the first nine months over $3, 370, 000 
worthof projects are underway in the 
city and immediate vicinity. By years 
end this figure will near the $5,000, 
000 mark because projects slated are 
a new hospital and a Bank of Com- 
merce building. Among current pro- 
jects area water and sewage system , 
a $322,000 school, a $175, 000 hotel, 
and a $125, 000 garage. 

As an editorial in the Whitehorse 
Star points out, civilization is upon 
the city. The gushing taps, one hour 
parking on main streets, modern 
buildings, cars roaring along the 
Alaska highway, planes droning over- 
head, all.mean that the area has been 
pushed overboard intothe main stream 
of the western world. It seems to be 
agood thing, admits the editorial, but 
adds that it is hard not to breathe 
some sigh for the splendid isolation 
that is disappearing from this.north- 
ern community. 

Everyone inthe Interior knows what 
the editorial writer meant. More 
people means more dependence on 
material things and less dependence 
on the individual. The pioneer spirit 
disappears and is replaced by com- 
mercialism. Hotel rooms without 
keys, homes left unbolted at night, 
and other frontier traits have passed 
into,history and it becomes more and 
more a case of distrusting everyone 
until proven different. 

The deterioration of frontier hon- 
esty is best seen by the unfortunate 
example of Alcan. This fall for the 
secondtime inthe year the commem- 
orative plaque was stolen from the 
cairn of the Kenney Dam on the Ne- 
chako river. (Incidentally if the per- 
son who swiped it has a guilty con- 
science ‘he can return the plaques to 
us and we will forward them to the 
rightful owners.) Then last autumn 
four fully equipped cabins at East 
Tahtsa, some 120 miles west of the 
Kenny Dam, were wantonly destroyed. 
Alcan had left the cabins asrest houses 
for those hunting, fishing, or other- 
wise travelling the area. The cabins 
were destroyed right down to light 
fixtures, windows, cupboards, elect- 
ric wiring and furniture. Anything 
removable was smashed or stolen, 
then stillnot satisfied the punks knock- 
ed holes through the walls in a final 
orgy of destruction. 

Ona more cheerful note the Alaska 
Highway News at Fort St. John reports 
that besides being noted for gas and 
oil the village might become a highway 
center. If current plans are fruitful 
the village will be mile Zero on the 
Mackenzie Highway, an Alberta net- 
work angling northward and termin- 
ating at Hay river, starting point for 
traffic down the great Mackenzie river 
waterways system. If Fort St. John 


becomes MileZeroon the B.C. .sect~- 
ion when the P.G.E. is completed to 
Fort St. John, Vancouver manufact- 
urers will be able to compete with 
Edmonton as suppliers forthe spraw- 
ling land of the tundra. 

Along with Fort St. John and Dawson 
Creek the central Interior village of 
Vanderhoof is becoming increasingly 
wellknown as an agricultural center. 
The growth of ranching is:emphasized 
by the recent forming of the Vander- 
hoof and District Cattlemen’s Assoc- 
iation. The district has a tremendous 
reserve of undeveloped agricultural 
land and also has the distinction of 
possessing the only grain elevator 
south of the Peace River country. 

Farther along Highway 16 Burns 
Lake continues its growth. Latest 
additions are a $134, 000 High School 
and a $95,000 Elementary school. 
Besides the schools, another welcome 
projectis an $18, 000 telephone system 
face lifting. The expanding and mod- 
ernizing is another in a series being 
carried out by the B. C. Telephone 
Company to bring the Interiors tele- 
phone service upto modern standards. 

Burns Lake also has the distinction 
of providing a candidate for the year’s 
best fish story. It seems that two 
piscatorial devotees, Gordon Rush 
and Bill Richmond, were wielding 
their rods on Ootsa Lake with average 
success. Then they got simultaneous 
strikes and while they were boating 
their catches a third fish leaped over 
the stern and landed almost in their 
laps. The accomodating fellow proved 
a very tasty three and a half pound 
rainbow. 

At Smithers a 10 mile stretch of 
Highway 16 has been modernized and 
blacktopped immediately west of the 
village. And with the improvement 
comes news that Smithers will be 
linked by a thrice weekly bus service 
to Prince Rupert. Northwest Stages 
have started the service, and if busi- 
ness warrants, may be: extended to 
Prince George next year. 

From Telkwa, 10 miles east of 
Smithers on the Bulkly river, comes 
a chance for the Interior to boost an 
interior industry. The community 
has the only producing coal mine in 
the central Interior and until recently 
supplied most of the coal for Columbia 
Cellulose’s pulp mill at Prince Rup- 
ert. But the plant recently switched 
from coalto oiland a monthly market 
for 3,500 tons of coal disappeared. 


Gospye 


CKPG PRINCE GEORGE 


| 


LATEST NATIONAL 


and 


LOCAL NEWS 


NATIONAL 


and 


LOCAL SPORTS 


TIMES 


MESSAGE 
9:20 


A.M 


Mon. thru Fri. 


5:15 and 5:45 P.M. 


Mon. thru Sat. 


LOST & FOUND 
6:25 P.M 


Mon. thru Fri. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


MUSIC, DRAMA 
LOCAL JNTEREST 
TALKS 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 


THE VOICE OF CENTRAL 


(Be 


PAGE 19 


Two thirds of the mine’s staff of 60 
were laid off and mine owners are now 
trying to develop local markets in the 
Interior. Telkwacoalis higher grade 
thanthat from most of Alberta and has 
the added attraction of being a local 
product building local payrolls. 

One Interior industry that doesn’t 
have to worry about developing mar- 
kets is the B.C. Power Commission. 
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In fact Commission officials are kept 
busy trying to keep pace with demand. 
Quesnelprovides anexcellent instance 
of Power Commission growth. In 1945 
whenthe Commissiontook over there 
were 289 customers, now there are 
1,720. In 1948 production was 100, 000 
KWH, now it is over a million. And 
since the Commission arrived, power 
rates in all centers have greatly de- 
creased while consumption has great- 
ly increased. In Quesnel average 
residential consumption has risen to 
205 KWH, in Terrace 293, Williams 
Lake 321, and Smithers, with 335, is 
really power conscious. 

During the year the Commission 
served nearly 57,000 Interior cust- 
omers, an increase of almost 4, 000 
over last year. Plants inmany centers 
were enlarged, and all told 346 miles 
of new lines were constructed, giving 
the publicly owned Company some 3, 
200 miles of distribution system in the 
Interior. In addition during the year 
the Commission bought the Lac La 
Hache and 100 Mile plants, and is 
forming a newCariboo power district 
toservethe area. Ifthetrend in other 
centers taken over by the Commission 
is followed lower rates and improved 
service will result, and already at 
100 Mile street lighting is being’ im- 
proved with the installation of 13 new 
street lights. 

Another publicly owned Company , 
that famous old lady called the P.G. 
E., isat last about to fulfill her des- 
tiny. By next year construction will 
be underway on allsections of the 300 
mile Peace River extension and by 
1957 the first trai:Swill be rolling into 
the area. By then the Vancouver ex- 
tension will also be complete and 
trains will run 727 miles northeast- 
wardto DawsonCreek, FortSt. John, 
and beyond. 

How much the extension will con- 
tribute to B. C.’s economy no one can 
predict but it will undoubtedly be con- 
siderable. Vancouver will be able to 


CHILCOTIN VALLEY 
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across the flats. 

The old Beecher Hotel is at-Riske 
Creek, its palmy days long gone by. 
It’s furnishings were supplied by Lib- 
erty’sin London; in the middle of the 
wide-open range it dispensed luxury 
toranchers, miners and packers. An 
old timer at Hanceville tells of the 
days when bands of wild horses roam - 
edthis country, providing a source of 
cash for sprees at Beecher’s. He 
would break and sell a wild horse and 
spend the proceeds at the hotel. Sober 
again, he’dfindthat he had spent more 
than the proceeds of one horse, and 
he’d have to catch another to pay the 
remaining half of his debt. But it was 


compete as a supply point for the 
Peace River area and undoubtedly 
steal some of Edmonton’s thunder. 
PremierBennett’s announcement'me- 
ans, too, that settlers who went to the 
Peace so long ago have seen a gov- 
ernment make good on the Province’s 
50 year old promise to provide a rail 
outlet to the coast. 

Meanwhile far tothe south Ashcroft 
citizens are looking to the future with 
fingers crossed. Rich deposits of 
copper-molybdenum ore have been 
unearthed in the Highland valley 25 
miles southeast of Ashcroft. The de- 
posits have recently been extensively 
surveyed by Bethlehem Copper Cor- 
poration of Vancouver and an Amer- 
ican mining Company is reportedly 
about to spend $100, 000 on drilling in 
the area. If the deposits live up to 
expectations a large plant will be e- 
rected and a sizable payroll estab- 
lished. 

Incidentally an item inthe ‘Ashcroft 
Journal’ answers a question asked by 
many visitors to the area. The poser 
is that old bromide ‘‘and how do people 
here earn a living?’’ Local indust- 
ries, according to the Journal, are 
beef, tomatoes, potatoes, alfalfa, and 
lumbering. And for those who look 
over the treeless, grassless, sage 
and cactus covered hills and exclaim 
‘‘lumbering’’, the publisher has this 
further advice. The lumber comes 
from back of the dry, parched hills. 

And finally for those who went duck 
hunting and bagged nary a feather we 
offer this gem. Itseems that the head 
of the house was rather disgusted with 
his lack of success during the season, 
and ashe sat down to a cold pork din- 
ner, remarked, ‘‘Boy, what wouldn’t 
I give for a feast of wild duck. ”’ 

‘“‘Well,''’said his wife, as helpful 
as only wives can be. ‘‘The Jones’ 
keep ducks. If Junior teased one for 
awhile it would get wild, then---’’ 
And some women still wonder what 
causes bachelors. THE END 


hardto pay half a debt without having 
another whole spree. Sotheold timer 
did, sprees that were proverbial, even 
for the time and place. 

After the brown and golden splendor 
of the ranges, the road dips into the 
gorge of the Chilcotin at Hanceville. 
This isthe country of swamp and mea- 
dow and muskeg and forest, and slopes 
of range and dizzying drops of cliff and 
rich unexpected little valleys. It was 
the country Tom Hance made his ho- 
me, recording at Barkerville in 1879 
the first pre-emption for the Chilcotin 
district. Inpartnership with Doc Eng- 
lish, a well-known Ashcroft pioneer , 
he established a trading post there. 
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The post flourished and became a 
ranch, a hostelry, the only stopping 
place in the country. Even a grist- 
mill, usedby settlers the country 
round for many years, flourished 
there, until better roads and packing 
facilities made it no longer necess- 
ary. The ranch is still there, still 
owned and operated by the Hance fam- 
ily, and is now a guest ranch in add- 
ition to its other activities. 

Shortly after Tom Hance settled at 
Hanceville, Norman Lee took up ad- 
joining land. He was one of those in- 
trepid ranchers of the North country 
who started out to drive a herd of beef 
overlandtothe Klondyke. His journal 
of this trip survives in the Archives 
at Victoria, andtells atale of dangers , 
disasters and adventures typical of 
those frontier days, and tells it with 
a courage and light-heartedness that 
says much for the character of the 
journalist. 

Grant McEwan has re-toldthis story 
in his book of Canadian pioneer stories 
called ‘‘The Sod-busters’’. He tells 
how, after hard weeks on the trail, 
with cattle and horses getting thinner 
and sicker, suffering from hoof-rot 
in the swamps and the unending attacks 
of hordes of mosquitoes and black- 
flies, the expedition was at last a fail- 
ure. At Teslin Lake they butchered 
the last of 200 head of cattle, built a 
raft, loaded the beef on it, and pre- 
pared to raft their way down the Yu- 
kon. But aviolent storm blew up, the 
raft was wrecked, and the thin sides 
of beef finished their trip at the bot- 
tom of Teslin Lake’s shallow waters. 

That was the end of the beef, but by 
nomeanstheendofthe story. Broke, 
with supplies nearly gone and winter 
upon them in the middle of a howling 
wilderness, the problem was to find 
their way home again; to salvage at 
least their lives from the wreckage of 
their hopes. 

Lee held out for a return to the Co- 
ast by way of the Stikine to Wrangel. 
But most of his men felt that White- 
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horse was closer tothe rest of human- 
ity, if not to their own homes, and 
they elected to continue down the Yu- 
kon. Only one man chose to stay with 
Lee; another well-known Chilcotin na- 
me belonged to him. He was Will 
Copeland, whose family ranch near 
Redstone, is one of the oldest in the 
country. Together, thetwomen faced 
the long trip down the Stikine, arrived 
at last in Wrangel, and after heart- 
breaking delays, caught asteamer for 
the South. Copeland went to Victoria 
and Lee continued on to Vancouver 
where he arrived, according to his 
journal, with ‘‘a dollar, a dog, anda 
blanket’’, and nothing else. 

Norman Lee has been some years 
dead now, but his story will long sur- 
vive him. He was a ‘‘mud pup’’, a 
British immigrant of good family ‘sent 
to this country as an apprentice farm- 
er, who remained like others of his 
kind to build a sturdy fibre into the 
pattern that is British Columbia. 
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Another gifted diarist who tells of 
adventures in the Chilcotin some ye- 
ars even before these early settlers 
was William Wattie. He and his com- 
panion, A. L. Fortune were members 
of the famous Overlanders, who, after 
their arduous trip across Canada to 
the gold-fields at Quesnelin’62, found 
nothing doing in the mines, and, de- 
ciding to winter at the Coast, made 
their way towards it over the Barron 
Trail. Barron was a packer who br- 
ought supplies into Fort Alexandria 
on the Fraser from Bentink Arm, on 
atrailthat roughly parallelled the one 
blazedthroughthe wilderness by Mc- 
Kenzie. It was, in fact, a much eas- 
ier trail than the one McKenzie had 
taken up the Blackwater, but still ard- 
uous enough, and beset with suspic- 
ious and sometimes hostile Indians. 

Wattie’s diary tells of crossing the 
Chilcotin River, ‘‘shallow, wide and 
swift’’; of eating wolf-meat with the 
‘‘Chillicutney’’ Indians near Puntzi 


GARAGE 


GOODYEAR TIRES 


yshle 
Sao 


Lake; of encounters with small-pox 
and near starvation, and finally, of a 
wild ride down the snag-ridden Bella 
Coola River in Indian-manned dug-out 
canoes. 

With unconscious irony, William 
Wattie, nearly 100 years ago, opened 
his account of this trip through the 
Chilcotin to Bella Coola with the fol- 
lowing sentence--‘‘It was reported 
that the government was going to open 
a trail from this point (Quesnel) to 
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Bentink Arm--’’. Ironical, because 
the same rumour has been repeate 
with variations every year since that 
time, andonly inthis last year, thanks 
to the good people of Bella Coola, who 
took matters and a large bulldozer into 
their own hands, has the road become 
anactualfact. A roughandvery badly 
surfacedfact, but a fact nonetheless , 
that one can drive from the Cariboo to 
the Coast by way of the Chilcotin. 

Infall, the Chilcotin puts on its fin- 
est glories. Thenthe ranges are their 
richest brown andthe sky its brightest 
blue, and the yellow stands of cotton- 
wood break out against the dark of the 
firs with ashimmering brilliance that 
makes them seem to be giving off a 
light of their own. 

Now the ranchers are away from 
home. Encamped on distant mead- 
ows, they spend the bright days putt- 
ing up the wild hay in stacks for winter 
feed. Or the men are away at moose 
camps, guiding wishful moose hunters 
through intricacies of muskeg and 
willow-swamp. 

The tourist approaches this country 
over no easy road. He is funnelled 
northward over the broad blacktop 
that now covers many easy miles of 


P.O. DRAWER 


ROLLING HILLS AND OPEN RANGE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE AREA 


oe 
eae, 


Sa 


GOVT TRAVEL BUREAU PHOTO 


the Cariboo route. At Williams Lake 
he strikes off over a ‘‘good’’ gravel 
road for the wonders of the Chilcotin. 
But probably a gravel road other than 
his own driveway is a new thing to 
him. He shudders over washboard and 
chokes in dust. He crosses narrow 
bridges andclimbs divides on grades 
he would have thought difficult to a 
housefly. 

After that, if he’s serious about his 
moose or his sight-seeing, he checks 
his engine, dons his chains and takes 
off for the back-country, where the 
roads are only “‘fair’’ and largely inn- 
ocent of gravel. Here he is likely to 
meet with such strange and unlovely 
phenomena as the mud-hole, the high 
centre, the corduroy, old roots and 
young boulders... Allthis inthe sea- 
son called open; his care is to reach 
civilization again before snow flies. 
He returns to Saskatoon or Seattle, 
Winnipeg or Walla Walla and pays his 
taxes thereafter with philosophical 
goodhumour. Allthings are relative , 
including the excellence of roads. And 
long after he has forgotten the rough- 
ness of his travels, he remembers 
space andcolour inabig, big country, 


and calls it the Chilcotin. 
THE END 
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INDIAN CHIEF 
Continued from page 8 


was that a young man must prove him- 
self worthy before he could become 
their Chief. Would the son of their 
old Chief serve them faithfully and 
carry on the Gamble tradition of in- 
tegrity? The village watched and 
waited. ; 

They were pleased with his mar- 
riage toagirl from Hartly Bay. They 
liked her pleasant manner and her 
quiet, courteous ways. He brought 
her to his mother’s home where she 
would learn the many things needful 
for the wife of an Indian Chief to know. 
Nearly three years had passed since 
the death of their old chief before the 
leaders called a council meeting and 
the name of Russell Howard Gamble 
was forwarded to the Indian Super- 
intendent F. Ear! Anfield as the peo- 
ples choice of a Chief. Mr. Anfield 
at once forwarded the name, together 
with his recommendations to our Do- 
minion Government, for no Indian 
village may elect a Chief without the 
consent and approval of the Govern- 
ment. All this had taken time but by 
Good Friday in the spring of 1949 all 
was inreadiness for the inauguration 
of their new Chief, -Chief Hale of the 
Kitkatlas. 

Even we, could feel that air of ex- 
pectancy that pervaded the whole vil- 
lage. The water system must be 
completed so there would be clear , 
cool water from the taps along the 
village street, there must be a few 
finishing touches to their lovely rec- 
reation hall whichhad been in use for 
several years and even the children 
scurried about picking up tin cans and 
rubbish that had not seemed to be so 
offensive before. We watched the 
boats pullinto the float in response to 
the invitations that had been sent to 
other Indian villages all up and down 
the coast. They came from Port Sim- 
pson, Hartly Bay, Bella Bella, the 
Nass River and Aiyansh, - two hundred 
guests.Allofthe homes inthe village 
would be crowded so some had come 
prepared to sleep on their boats. 

The entire week was spent in cele- 
brationgswhich seemed to fall into 
three distinct division, - namely the 
Easter services, then sports lastly 
the crowning event, - the inauguration 
of their new Chief. 

Most of the visitors arrived for the 
services held on Good Friday. The 
entire village crowded the Church 
Army Hall for the colored pictures of 
the Crucifixtion and Resurrection of 
our Lord which were shown on Satur- 
day night. The boom, boom, boom of 
the big drum woke me very early on 
Sunday morning. The women of the 
village were marching down the nar- 
row street Singing Easter hymns. I 
reached the hall just as the Sunrise 
Gospel Service was starting. Easter 
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services, attended by the entire vil- 
lage and their guests continued throu- 
ghout the day. 

As the people began to gather along 
the one street of the village that Mon- 
day morning an old Indian, his eyes 
alight with anticipation, told me that 
sports had always beena part of their 
Easter celebrations. Didnot the Good 
Book say, ‘‘Let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us.’’ He 
had evidently taken the verse quite 
literally and had missed its spiritual 
application but there was no time to 
enlighten him for the races were star- 
ting. In spite of the raw, chill wind 
that was blowing in from the ocean, 
one of my small boys in the second 
grade felt it was quite below his dig- 
nity on such an occassion to race with 
the other children unless properly 
attired in shorts. 

Whenever the storm clouds brought 
rain, as they so often do inthe Pacific , 
we went inside the large Recreation 
Hallto watch Blind Man’s Ball, an up- 
roarously funny game and tugs of War 
which could be carried on quite easily 
as their hall is a hundred feet long. 
The mile race was perhaps the most 
difficult as the contestants encounter - 
eda short but rather steep hillas they 
raced the entire length of the village 
street and back again. This was en- 
ough to slow up the best of runners and 
several dropped out of the race. There 
was great rejoicing when a Kitkatla 
youth won. These three days of base 
ball, basket ball and races of allkinds 
ended withthe boat races just at sun- 
set. From the verandah of the teach- 
erage we could see the boats leaving 
the Inlet two miles away. The bows 
of their fishing boats cut through the 
smooth water sending up showers of 
spray that sparkled in the sunlight as 
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they raced for the two yellow buoys 
floating on the water just behind the 
Recreation Hall. The larger boats 
came first, then the smaller, accord- 
ing to their power. We were thrilled 
to see the clever handling of the boats 
for these Indians make their living 
from the sea and are fearless on the 
water. When the last boat had been 
tied up at the float we knew thatthe 
sports were over. 

There was still one more event for 
the morrow, - the climax of the week 
of festivity, - the installation of their 
new Chief, - Chief Hale, Chief Russell 
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Howard Gamble, Chief of the Kitkat- 
las. The people waited for the clear 
ringing notes of the big bell to call 
themtothe service. Like most Indian 
villages the bells play an important 
part in the activities of the people. 
They call them to the council meet- 
ings, tochurch, to school, to allcom- 
munity work in the village, to games 
and to fires. One soon comes to know 
the meaning of the various bells simp- 
ly by the way they are rung. Today 
they were waiting for the big bell to 
swing in the tower on the top of the 
rocky cliff beside their beautiful ch- 
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urch. 

Already the ArchDeacon, the Visit- 
ing chiefs and the Government Party 
had entered the church and taken their 
places. At the first stroke of the big 
bell, the Port Simpson Concert Band, 
which had played throughout the week , 
left the Recreation Hall. The Chief 
Elect accompanied by Inspector Wo- 
ods-Johnson and Sargeant Anderson 
of the B.C. Police, who represented 
the Provincial Government, the lead- 
ers of the Kitkatla Council followed. 
The villagers with their guests fell 
into step with the music and marched 
along the long board walk that led to 
the church. 

The ceremony that followed was 
most impressive perhaps because of 
its simplicity. The people remained 
standing while the band which had ta- 
ken its place at the rear of the church, 
played ‘‘O Canada’’. After the Chief 
Elect had been presented tothe people 
by their Chief Councillor, Arch Dea- 
con Hudson asked God’s blessing upon 
ceremony. The Scripture Reading was 
takenfrom 1 Samuel, chapter nine, -- 
the anointing of Saul as King of Israel 
by the prophet Samuel. As soon as 
the singing ot the hymn by the people , 
‘‘Breathe on me, O breath of God’’, 
was ended Indian Superintendent F.E. 
Anfield read the Document of Appoint - 
ment. Then followed the challenge to 
the new Chief. ‘‘You have been called 
by your people and you cannot deny 
that call. Are you willing, God help 
you, to take on this office and carry 
it on to the best of your ability?’’ 

The Chief’s voice was low but dist- 
inct as he replied, ‘‘Iam’’. He then 
knelt while the four leading men of 
the village each placed a hand upon his 
head. The Arch Deacon laid his hand 
on theirs as he offered prayer. At 
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the request of the young Chief’s mo- 
ther, the Medal of the Order of the 
British Empire which had been con- 
ferred upon his father by the late King 
George for service rendered to his 
people, was presented to the new Chief 
to be kept in trust by him in Kitkatla 
forever. 

The Kitkatlas rose as Mr. Anfield 
gave the challenge to the people. 
*fYou, too, have a duty. To follow 
where he leads.’’ They repeated in 
unison, ‘‘We accept you. We will fol- 
low you. God bless you.’’ At the close 
ofthe hymn, ‘‘O God our help in ages 
past,’’ the band formed just outside 
the church and played our National 
Anthem as the procession led by the 
new Chief, the B.C. police officers, 
the village council, the visiting chiefs 
and the Government party, followed 
by the people, marched to the Recre- 
ation Hall where tables had been set 
for the feast. The toast to the new 
chief was drunk with Coca Cola for 
the Council will allow no liquor on 
their island. 

At the close of the feast the Chief 
spoke briefly to his people. He was 
followed by the Indian Superintendent 
who spoke of the life-sized portrait 
of Queen Victoria which hung above 
center of the stage. It had been a gift 
from the Royal Family of England to 
the Royal Family of Kitkatla at the 
time that Christianity had come to 
their island and at abig feast they had 
promised to follow Queen Victoria’s 
ways. 

These Tsimshean Indians have a 
keen sense of humor and love a good 
joke. They laughed and applauded the 
Arch Deacon heartily when he spoke 
of his first view of Kitkatla as the 
Nasskena drew near to Dolphin Island. 
The British flag was flying from the 
very top of the flag pole and he felt 
that something must be very wrong 
for somebody had told him that the flag 
should always be flown at half mast 
when an Arch Deacon arrived as he 
was only half a Bishop so he had been 
most gratified when he had reached 
Kitkatla tofind they had flown the flag 
from the very top of the mast for him. 

Unlike our people, the wife of the 
Chief did not sit at the head table with 
her husband and share the honor be- 
stowed uponhim. Dressed ina pretty 
muslin dress with a dainty crocheted 
apron, she waited upon the table. 
When presented with beautiful cut 
flowers and a silver tray and tea ser- 
vice by the Canadian Fisheries and 
the B. C. Packers Ltd. she came from 
the rear of the hall where she had been 
sitting, bowed graciously as she ac- 
cepted the gifts, then quietly resumed 
her seat among those who hadserved. 

The Chief from Aiyansh was one of 
the last to speak. He spoke of Christ 
as our Good Shepherd and presented 
the new Chief of Kitkatla with a bea- 
utifully carved wooden staff repre- 


senting love and peace. 

It was Joe Innis, Chief Councilor 
of Kitkatla who summed up the feeling 
of the entire village in a very few 
words. He spoke of their great love 
for their late Chief and how deeply the 
people had felt his loss. He said, ‘‘We 
were a people with hands and feet, 
about our daily tasks but we had no 
head. We are still people with hands 
and feet, but,’’ bowihg to the Chief, 
he concluded, ‘‘we’ once more have 
our head. ’”’ 
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The days of mourning for their old 
Chief were over. There was only re- 
joicing in the village that day for they 
had accepted Russell Howard Gamble 
as their Chief, Chief Hale, Chief of 
the Kitkatlas. 

So ends astory that began inthelong, 
long ago when a beautiful Indian maid 
left her home in Kitkatla to marry a 
Bella Bella Chieftain and ends in the 
year of our Lord 1949 when her grand- 
sonbecame the beloved Chief of her 
native village, Kitkatla. 


THE END 
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WILD HORSES 
Continued from page 9 

When they set up camp the first 
night they hobbled their riding horses , 
but thought it unnecessary to hobble 
the aged pack horse they had brought 
along. Early in the morning a band 
of wild horses passed close by their 
camp. When the boys got up a little 
later, the pack horse was gone. Not 
far from where they made camp three 
days later they found the old pack 
horse, tired and deserted in a lonely 
Swamp. The end of the ten day trip 
netted them thirty more wild horse 
bounties. 

Inthe winter of 1952 Red was feed- 
ing cattle, thirty eight miles south 
west of Alexis Creek. From Christ- 
mas until the middle of March Red’s 
nearest neighbor, apart from a few 
Indiantrappers, was twenty five miles 
away. He had two hundred head of 
stock to feed, whichhe says, kept him 


CHRISTMAS TREE SCRAMBLE 
Continued from page 6 

tree inaccurately, so that you have 
inhaled several acres of cotton before 
you realize why your breathing is be- 
coming laboured. 

Some hours later you have success- 
fully removed the strings of lights 
fromthe tree, hammered allthe bulbs 
to a fine powder, and stamped down- 
town to buy an entirely new set. 

Once again the tree is ready. You 
plug inthe lights and delight to see the 
old evergreen break into gobs of warm 
colour. 

*“Come look at the tree, ’’ you holler 
to the rest of the family. ‘‘Or I’ll 
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occupied during the mornings. In the 
afternoons he doubled his wages by 
trapping, and hunting wildhorses. He 
sold his furs in the spring, and also 
collected bounty on twenty six wild 
horses. 

Last winter Red and Dale Jefferson, 
spent eleven days at Bidwell Lake, 
between the Chilco River and Tatla 
Creek. After setting up their camp 
the first afternoon, they spotted nine 
wild horses in the timber. They fol- 
lowed them until after dark. As night 
closed in they suddenly realized they 
were lost. They knew it would be im- 
possible to find their way backto camp 
that night, so tied their horses to a 
tree and began gathering brush. Then 
they built a large fire and kept it burn- 
ing until daylight. 

Several times during that trip Red 
and Dale spent the night away from 
camp. ‘‘Once you spot the wild horses , 
its hard to give up the chase,’’ Red 


break every bone in your heads. ”’ 

The family thumps in, eager to be 
dazzled. They are--by your beet face. 

**You’ll have to move fasterthan 
that!’’ you roar, waving a quivering 
hand at the darkened tree. ‘‘How long 
d’ya expect these lights to last--for- 
ever ?”’ 

At last, on Christmas eve, thetree 
stands complete, a cheerful picture 
waiting for Santa to bring his pres- 
ents. The kiddies go to bed, to be 
awakened in the middle of the night 
by a hideous crash, above which they 
can hear Mommy yelling ‘‘Timber!’’ 
In the morning, seeing the tree slou- 


INCORPORATED 2° MAY 1670. 


Prince George, B.C. 


uray DIESEL saves ano SERVICE Lr. 


A Complete Seruice for wal makes 4 Injectors 


DIESEL LIGHTING PLANTS 


181 QUEBEC STREET, PRINCE GEORGE , B.C. 


said. If youhave warm clothing, lots 
of matches, andacountry fullof fire- 
wood, there’s little to fear.’’ That 
particular trip netted them thirty: four 
horses. 

Red took a short trip later, on his 
own. He travelled around Eagle Lake , 
Chilco, and Tatlayoko. He took three 
horses, two of which he used for pack- 
ing. Ittook him two days to reach his 
headquarters, which was a rancher’s 
cow camp. Allduring the trip he rode 
through three and four feet of snow. 
On his return he collected bounty of 
eleven horses. 

Red has proven he is adjustable to 
more than ranch life. Last year he 
took a government truck driving job. 
After a few months time he decided 
he may as well buy his own truck, and 
he did just that. ‘‘That way, ’’ he grin- 
ned, ‘‘it was better. When I wanted 
to chase wild horses, all I had to do 
was put another driver on the truck. ”’ 

THE END 


oe dejected and lightless, they 
ask: 

‘*What happened, Mommy? Did San- 
ta knock the tree over tying ona pres- 
ent ?”’ 

‘‘He tied one on, all right, ’’ mur- 
murs Mommy drily. 

‘‘What’s that present Daddy’s wear- 
ing, Mommy?’’ 

‘*Two of Santa’s helpers in white 
coats brought that, darling. Doesn’t 
Daddy look handsome in his lovely new 
straitjacket ?”’ 

‘“Just what Ineeded, ’’ gigglesDaddy. 
‘‘No Tiny Tim is complete without 


one; Hatha havhayecsr: 
THE END 
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was the first time they’d had dealings 
with the Company, so they were un- 
prepared for its extremely conserv- 
ative policy and strong objections to 
having what it considered its Indian 
fur domain overrun with whitemen . 
So Dunlevey’s persuasive powers ca- 
me into play at once and he nerved 
himself for the task of upsetting-even 
reversing-this great and ancient Co- 
mpany’s time-hardened policy of whi- 
temen not wanted in Hudson’s Bay 
Indian Territory. 

When the factor asked him: ‘‘How 
do you know there is gold in that coun- 
try anyway ?’’ Dunlevey caught him- 
self in time and didn’t betray hisfriend 
Tomaah’s confidence and propaoly 
hurt him with his employer, the Com- 
pany. But he had been quietly and 
steadily studying what the Indian had 
told him and he remembered about the 
clear-water river flowing into the 
Fraser, sohe replied: ‘‘We are min- 
ers, SO we can read gold signs and 
followthem. We have been prospect- 
ingthe Fraser River bars all the way 
upfrom Yale, and we findthat the gold 
is getting coarser the higher up we go, 


and that means to_us that there must’ 


be deposits of real coarse gold at the 
headwaters of these rivers where that 
river gold comes from.’’ Then he 
continued on not so sound ground and 
more -in the nature of a random shot 


» S6ASONS GREETINGS 


EANDROV ER sata 


1523 THIRD AVE. 


which he loved: ‘‘There have been 
explorers up in this country before, 
as doubtless you know, and they have 
reported a clear-water river flowing 
into the Fraser from the East, some 
thirty or forty miles above your Fort 
Alexandria. Why, man! that means 
the river is flowing through a gravel 
country, and gravel country means 
gold country tous miners. So we are 
taking a shortcut into the mountains, 
where that clear-water river heads, 
and we hope to find deposits of coarse 
gold there. ”’ 

Then he made a frontal attack dir- 
ectly in the face of the Company’s pet 
policy: ‘‘Oh, Ican see what your policy 
is, sir; youdon’t want acrowdof white 
miners messing up your Indian fur 
country. But, man alive! you can’t 
keep us out. We’re here now already 
and we’re going on. You must know 
there are thousands of miners Swarm- 
ing up the Fraser River right now, 
and by Fallthey will be buying supplies 
from your store at Fort Alexander. 
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Why, man! they are coming up this 
Thompson River too. And this isa 
clear-water river also.’ Don’t you see 
the significance of that ?”’ 

He was lucky there; for Sellers and 
Crow had already been panning down 
on the shores of the Thompson and had 
met what must have beenthe vanguard 
of prospectors onthe Thompson. A 
party of four who had prospected their 
way up from the Fraser but had not 
found the gold coarse enough to stop 
andmineit. They said they suspected 
there were lakes up ahead that had 
trapped the coarse gold and they hoped 
to find it coarser above the lakes . 
This was a surprise attack, with the 
thrust right at the Factor’s doorstep. 

Then he drove in the clincher: ‘‘We 
are going up into that country, sir, 
and nothing can stop us. If you don’t 
want to supply us when we have the 
dust right with us to pay for our goods, 
we know where we can get them; only 
it will delay us some. So we thought 
we would give you the first chance at 
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our trade, and you could take what 
satisfaction you can from being the 
first Hudson’s Bay Store up in these 
mountains to trade with the first of 
the miners coming into them. And 
I’ll miss my guess badly, sir, if be- 
fore long your trade with the miners 
won’t completely outdistance your 
trade with the Indians for furs. And 
that will be all to the good, for you 
will still have your trade with the 
Indians, you see.”’ 

The shrewd Scotch Factor smiled 
at that as he replied: ‘‘I don’t see that 
last argument of yours nearly so clear 
as I see now that we can’t keep you 
miners out of the country. We will 
lose some of our Indian trade to rival 
traders without doubt. But we will 
have to take our chances of that. And 
I’veno doubt, either, but what we can 
more than make it up with our trade 
with the miners. My advices from 
Yale assure me that everything you 
tellmeis quite true andthat there are 
swarms of miners coming up these 
rivers. But I didn’t know they were 
already here at my doorstep. 

Another thing that surprises me is 
tofind gentlemen like you in the min- 
ing game, Mr. Dunlevey. That cer- 
tainly raises my preconceived notions 
of miners very considerably. But why 
shouldn’t a miner be a gentleman, 
too? Only it hardly agrees with what 
I’ve read of miners. I must say with 
all condor, Mr Dunlevey, that itisa 
very real pleasure for me to meet with 
agentleman whocanbring such sound 
and convincing logic, coupled with as 
sound a knowledge of his business, 
to bear on his arguments for its ad- 
vancement..’ 

Holding out his hand to Dunlevey , 
who graspedit warmly as he realized 
he had won his plea--wona signal vic- 
tory over the traditional conservatism 
of this great old Company--the Factor 
continues: ‘‘Itis avery real pleasure 
to know you, sir, and I’m sure it will 
be as real a pleasure to do business 
with you. And now, having taken this 
decision, I hope you will consider the 
resources of this great Company at 
your service, andI assure you it will 
be my pleasure and privilege to assist 
youinevery waythatI can. Only, I’m 
afraidthat, besides provisions, amm- 
unition, drygoods andthe like,I have 
very little gear in stock that would be 
useful to miners. So I would be very 
glad of your assistance in listing min- 
ers’ requirements, tools, and the 
like, so I can order some at once. 

I understand you are buying horses 
from the Indians here. Well, they 
have some fairly good ones, though 
small, and some very poor ones also. 
Better see that those you take are well 
broken, else they may give you plenty 
of trouble up in those wild woods where 
you are going. We have some expert 
packers here too, sir, whom I shall 
instruct to assist you in getting your 


packs in order and to the capacity of 
your animals. 

‘‘Now if you will give me a list of 
your requirements we will proceed to 
get them out at once. Oh, and by the 
way. The Indians will not know what 
to do with your gold, Mr. Dunlevey. 
MayI suggest that you bring the chief 
in here and I’ve no doubt we can ar- 
range matters to our mutual satisfact- 
ion.’’ Then he stopped and laughed 
ashe said: ‘‘Well, now this is a good 
one on the good old Hudson’s Bay! Do 
you know, Mr. Dunlevey, I haven’t 
such athing asa set of troy scales to 
weigh your gold on, and that’s one 
thing I’1l have to order right away. ’’ 

‘Oh, ’’ Dunlevey said, and grinned, 
“‘that is easily remediedfor this deal 
anyway. Wehave a set of gold scales 
with us. It is small but will do nic- 
ely.’’ 

Dunlevey’s persuasive sophistry 
based on sound sounding logic won 
again. He had, in a way, actually re- 
versed the trading policy ofthis great 
trading company and he lost no time 
in interviewing the prospectors that 
Sellers and Crow had met. By that 
time many more had reached Kam- | 
loops, and from some discouraged 
ones of these, he bought miners’ tools 
he found he couldn’t get at the Hudson’s 
Bay Store. It must have been here, 
too, that John McLean, Jim Moore 
and one or two others joined Dunlev- 
ey’scamp. But notas partners. Dun- 
levey agreed that afew more good axe- 
men would be allright in cutting their 
way from Lac La Hache through the 
woods to the little river. 

With the aid of the Hudson’s Bay 
expert packers it was but a few days 
till the party was ready to set out. 
They now had twelve pack-horses , 
counting the two they had bought from 
Lillooet, with packing equipment pur- 
chased from the company which, at 
that time, had hundreds of animals 
packing from the South and on over 
their Brigade Trail to Fort Alexand- 
ria. Little interest seems to have 
happened to the party on its way over 
the Trail to the agreed rendezvous at 
Lac La Hache. The party arrived 
there just within the allotted time, so 
it is certain they had lost no time since 
leaving the mouth of the Chilcotin 
River. 

They found a large gathering of Shu- 
swap Indians at the lake campsite, 
which seemed to be a favorite meet- 
ing place. for the Northern tribe of 
these Indians for a potlach and pow- 
wow before proceeding to Kamloops , 
their customary trading postand head- 
quarters ofthe tribe, to trade in their 
winter and spring catch of furs. 

Dunlevey was immensely pleased 
and relieved to findthat the young In- 
dian, Tomaah, true to his word, was 
there to meet them. And with him he 
had brought his young friend, Long 
Baptiste, mentioned before. This 


was the first meeting between Dun- 
levey and this Baptiste, which later 
led to their becoming great friends. 
Dunlevey had thought Tomaah a fine 
specimen of Indian manhood, and so 
he was, andclearly above the average 
of Shuswap stature. But this Baptiste 
was immense. 

He was evidently older than Tom- 
aah, yet probably not over the age of 
twenty-five at the time. He stood 
some six foot three or four inches 
tall, broad and thick in proportion, 
with an immense chest, and massive 
though lithe-looking limbs. He had 
the true Dene cast of countenance: 
high, broad, sloping forehead, pro- 
minent brows emphasized by his deep- 
set eyes that were rather smaller than 
in the Shuswap type, jet black and pier - 
cing. He had high and wide cheek - 
bones from which the cheeks fell in- 
warda piece and then downto power- 
fuljaws, wide and square at their base 
and reaching far forward to a jutting, 
rather pointed chin. He had the long 
eagle nose with wide nostrils, long 
upper lip, wide mouth with thin, firm 
lips that flashed back when he smiled 
or laughed, showing rows of strong, 
even, perfect teeth. The ears were 
small for so large a head. He wore 
his straight, coarse, shining black 
hair long till the ends rested on his 
shoulders and bound in place by the 
usual buckskin band ornamented in 
beadwork and colored embroidery. 
He had curious little crow-foot blue 
tattoo marks, one between the brows 
and one oneach side from the corners 
of the eyes back on the temples; also 
on each side of the chin there were 
three ‘parallel lines slanting down 
from just below the corners of the 
mouth. 

These were said to be distinguish- 
ing Dene marks symbolic of the race. 
Set this headona neckthat was rather 
long, but didn’t seem so it was so 
thick and powerful, like a tree trunk 
that grew there and filled the space 
between the wide, high and heavy 
shoulders,and perhaps you will get 
the picture of the type of physiognamy 
I am trying to word-paint for you. A 
type that astonished and won the imm- 
ediate admiration of Dunlevey and his 
partners--especially Sellers the ath- 
lete. The Indians erect carriage , 
head usually thrown well back as if 
used to gazing on far horizons, mas- 
sive build, intelligent and command- 
ing mien gave the impression of im- 
mense power, high courage and rug- 
gedendurance, directed by a superior 
and authoritative intelligence. When 
hespoke in low, deep tones that seemed 
to actually rumble in his great chest , 
and dropped that far gaze so that his 
bright, black and thoughtful eyes rest- 
ed upon you and pierced you through 
and through, it was then you got if 
thrill of realizing this forceful sav- 
age was very much present indeed. 
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DERRACE B.C . 


Besides his native Dene, Chilcotin 
and some Shuswap and Chinook, Bap- 
tiste spoke rather fluently the Hud- 
son’s Bay French patois and some 
English, but the latter with acurious, 
soft French accent. In fact, he was 
much in demand as an interpreter in 
the Company’s dealings with the tribes 
and by the missionaryFathers as well. 
Dunlevey’s astonishment burst for- 
: “My God, man! Are all the men 
in your tribe big fellers like you?”’ 

The Indian’s smile flashed and his 
black eyes twinkled as he replied: 
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‘*Oh non! some li’1 feller lak ma fren 
Tomaah here! One more small feller , 
same name lak me dey call ‘‘Short 
Bachees. Me Long Bacheese! Now 
you fin’ out someting?’’ 

Dunlevey’s astonishment grew as 
he laughed: ‘‘My God! Such neat 
humor in an Indian!”’ 

It is no wonder that Baptiste attract- 
ed the admiration of such sportsmen 
as Dunlevey and Sellers at once. And 
little wonder-either that later, on Dun- 
levey’s recommendation, Judge Beg- 
bie, a keen sportsman also, accepted 
him even proudly as his travelling 
guide and companion on his many off- 
icial trips through the country, and 
that they should have become great 
friends. It was from this association 
that Baptiste came to be known as 
Begbie Baptiste. 

When Dunlevey saw him first Bap- 
tiste was dressed only in a pair of 
stout Hudson’s Bay pants, held in 
place by a buckskin beaded belt, over 
which was wound the inevitable bright- 
colored Hudson’s Bay voyageur sash. 
Over the pants from mid-thigh down 
to the mocassins he wore the voyag- 
eur’ sfringed buckskin leggings. From 
the waist up he wore only the tough 
dark-brown hide he was born in, and 
on ceremonial occasions he wore his 
string of bear claws around his neck 
as symbolic trophies of his hunting’ 
prowess. 

He never wore a hat. At his waist 
hung the inevitable hunter’s heavy 
sheath knife--which he could throw 
withthe precision and force of a bul- 
let. At his waist also hung a light 
Hudson’s Bay axe or tomahawk and a 
buckskin pouch containing his valu- 
ables. He possessed also, if not car- 
ried in the hand always close within 
reach, asplendid example of the old- 
time Indian war bow sheathed in a long 
slimrawhide scabbard thatwas heavily 
pitched to make it water-proof, chiefly 
to protect the powerful bowstring of 
twisted sinew from wet which would 
ruin it. 

These old war bows were indeed a 
work of art as well as a fine example 
of savage artisan efficiency, and so 
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powerful that it took a strong man, 
who knew how, to string one--that is, 
bend the bow so as to slip the loop of 
the string upinto the notch at the tip. 
It took a strong man, too, to draw 
even a twenty-six inch arrow to the 
head. These bows were a little over 
four feet long and about one and a half 
inches wide in the middle, and were 
backed with a single long strip of sinew 
taken from the back of some large 
animal. 

They were tipped with caribou horn 
as no wood available could stand the 
strain of their mighty twang. They 
were wound with wet sinews, which 
shrinks with great binding force in the 
drying. Then the whole was carefully 
pitched, put on so hot as to penetrate 
the sinew and yet not burn or scorch 
it. The wood most prized for these 
bows was a small tree that grows on 
theWestern slopes of the Pacific Coast 
mountains, probably a species of yew. 
But there is a species of juniper here 
that did very well when a section free 
from knots could be found long enough. 
The woods most used for the arrows 
were straight sections of the saska- 
toon berry bush, vine ash and vine 
maple, prized in the order named. 

The Alexandria Indians havea leg- 
end whichis said tobe verified by the 
North-West Co. records that, at the 
last fight between the Chilcotins and 
the Yabatans of the Fraser Valley, 
when the objective of the Chilcotin 
attack was the Company’s fort and 
stores, an arrow from one of these 
bows inthe hands of a defending Yaba- 
tan warrior killeda challenging Chil- 
cotin war chief who stood on the far 
side of the Fraser river, a distance 
of at least six hundred yards. 

The present writer himself can 
vouch for Baptiste’s amazing skill 
with his bow, having as aboy seen him 
use it. And also for the fact that it 
could shoot an arrow much farther 
than six hundred yards. Offers of 
considerable sums of money for his 
bow never interested the old Indian, 
but to redeem a promise he present- 
ed ittohis friendthe Judge sometime 
after he quit guiding for him. It pro- 
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bably now reposes as a much-prized 
memento inthe possession of some of 
Judge Begbie’s descendants in the Old 
Country. 

Of course there was a quiver for 
the arrows, made of the same mat- 
erials as the bow sheath. It hung from 
the waist on the left side much like a 
sword. Baptiste’s arrows were not 
tipped with the old-time stone heads , 
but with steel or iron ones made by 
a Hudson’s Bay blacksmith. The Dun- 
levey party witnessed many examples 
of Baptiste’s wonderful skill with his 
bow. On one occasion Dunlevey had 
been arguing with him on the super- 
iority of the Kentucky rifle over the 
old-fashioned bow, but could not con- 
vince the Indian, who had his own 
ideas, born of experience, and could 
demonstrate them. 

“Oh, non, non, you’ musket not 
better. Too long; too heavy; too slow; 
toomuch smoke; too much nize; mak’ 
scare everyt’ing. Me, I show you. ”’ 
After stringing his mighty bow he se- 
lected two light arrows somewhat 
shorter than the others, slim and 
straight. He fitted one to the string 
and placed the other in his teeth by 
the middle; then he snatched Dunlev- 
ey’s hat from his head and, with a 
quick flick of the wrist sent it sailing 
in the direction of an open sidehill that 
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arose some 300 yards away. So fast 
the motions could hardly be followed 
with the eye, the black bow twanged 
twice viciously. Thetwo arrows were 
shot cleanly through the hat, to fly on 
like one was chasing the other till they 
both struck quivering in the sidehill. 

Grinning at Dunlevey, he asked: 
‘‘W’ at you t’ink now? You’ musket he 
shoot fas’ an’ sure lak dat?’’ Seeing 
the whitemen were struck dumb with 
amazement, he threw his head back 
and laughed his silent hunter’s laugh 
that yet shook his whole huge frame. 
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Checking as quickly he disclaimed: 
‘‘Waugh! Dat one eezay! Hat he go 


straight ’way, all same’ stan’ still. 
Goose, duck, chicken he fly fas’. Not 
eezay. Waugh! But kill jes sam’. No 


use miss, lose arrow!’’ 

Tomaah explained’ that the Factor 
at Fort Alexandria would let him off 
only conditionally; so he thought it 
best to bring his friend Baptiste along 
incase one orthe other got orders to 
goonatrip somewhere. Such anorder 
might come by another runner or by 
one of the packtrains or brigades now 
travelling the trail. In that case the 
other would be free to go with the Dun- 
levey party. 

As most of the cayuses had already 
developed sore backs from the heavy 
loads on ill-fitting pack saddles, the 
partydecided to lay over a few days 
to treat them and, incidentally, take 
inthe sports and games being enacted 
at the camp. 

Then the female element had to be 
interjected into their plans. Among 
the Indians who swarmed into their 
camp the morning after their arrival 
were a middle-aged Shuswap squaw 
with her two daughters of perhaps six- 
teen and seventeen years. They had 
cometo trade beautifully worked buck- 
skin gloves and mocassins for tea, 
sugar and whatever else they fancied. 
The girls were the most beautiful 
natives Dunlevey had ever seen. The 
elder was called Agat and the younger 
At-t’uss--the Dene name for the bla- 
ck-headed chickadee. 

Their straight black hair, hanging 
loose down their backs to their waists , 
was bound behind the neck by strips 
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of bright-colored ribbon and by the 
usual beaded band around the head. 
Their very large eyes, to be found 
innotribe so numerously as the Shu- 
swap, were ofa brilliance that intheir 
deep-soft depths was indescribably 
beautiful, and their straight, frank 
and fearless yet quieting gaze was 
captivating in the extreme. So also 
were the fine revular features of their 
oval faces, that showed none of the 
coarseness noticeable in some other 
tribes. The elder girl, however, with 
her longer, narrower face, leaned 
more tothe Dene type, whilethe youn- 
ger, withher broader lines, betrayed 
the Shuswap type of her mother. 

Yet both were much taller thantheir 
mother, and the soft and delicate curv- 
ing lines of their superb young figures 
was but half-hiddenin the voluminous 
folds of their calico dresses. Save 
for the hair ribbons and headbands 
they wore no ornaments of any kind. 
‘*And by gad!’’ said Dunlevey, ‘‘they 
didn’t need any.’’ The marvelously 
healthy coloring intheir cheeks show- 
ed up beautifully even through their 
dusky skins. Their mother, too, 
showed unmistakable signs of having 
been a beauty herself in her time, 
though she was of the short, broad 
type of figure more common among 
the Shuswaps, yet it was easy to see 
where the girls got their beautiful big 
black eyes. But Dunlevey wondered 
where they had got their tall, stately 
stature, particularly noticeable in the 
elder girl. 

The mother wore her hair in two 
thick braids hanging down her back 
and covered over the head by a mag- 
enta-colored kerchief, the ends of 
which crossed under the braids at the 
back of the neck and tied over the 
braids in a bow knot. The two styles 
of headdress differentiated the mar- 
ried woman or widow from the young 
girl. 

Baptiste explained that the mother 
had been the wife of an uncle of his 
named Taghtliel, who had married 
into the Shuswap tribe at Soda Creek 
on the Brigade Trail, some twenty 
miles below Fort Alexandria. Of cou- 
rse, that explained the tall figures of 
the two girls, daughters of the stalwart 
Dene hunter, who had been killed in 
an encounter with grizzlies in the 
mountains East of the fort. 

**Dat tam you’ kin’ musket no good 
for hunt grizzly,’’ declared Baptiste 
with feeling. ‘‘He go poof! No shoot, 
man die!’’ Which describes the flash 
inthe panofthe flintlock that only too 
often failed to ignite the powder inthe 
barrel. 

It was evident that the widow and 
her daughters were immensely proud 
of their huge relative, and delighted 
toenlist his guidance and protection. 


It became evident, too, that the young 
Shuswap, Tomaah, was tenderly in- 
terested in the younger of the two 


girls. Thus it was that when Dunlevey 
observed members of his party--not- 
ably Sellers and Mc Lean--siding up to 
these two beauteous young women, 
buying their wares with quite unnec- 
essary arts and graces, clumsily ex- 
ecuted yet meant to be extremely 
ingratiating, it excited his, at first 
amused attention. But when he saw 
that these antics had not escaped the 
watchful eyes of the two young braves , 
but was viewed with a dark brooding 
frown by Tomaah and a half amused, 
half stern disapprovalby Baptiste, he 
decidedto be warily on guard lest any 
trouble between his party and these 
virtual savages should wreck his 
enterprise. 

During the next two days the white- 
men witnessed for the first time ex- 
hibitions of skill, strength, speed, 
prowess and horsemanship that were 
truly amazing particularly in running , 
horse racing, archery, wrestling and 
knife and javelin throwing, the three 
latter being purely Indian sports ob- 
served for the first time by the min- 
ers. Of course Baptiste excelled in 
most of these andthe power, skill and 
speed he displayed in wrestling aston- 
ished Sellers, who considered himself 
atop hand at it himself. The result 
being that a strong sportsman fellow 
feeling sprang up between thetwo and 
the two days suffised to make them 
fast friends. 

At the end of the second day Dun- 
levey thought it would be a nice gest- 
ure of good will to invite a few of the 
gathering to supper at the miner’s 
camp and he and Manifee - who was 
their chief cook ~ and Moffitt laid out 
plans for a modest feast. 

This, of course included the two 
runners and Baptiste’s relatives the 
widow and two daughters. In fact, of 
all the Shuswaps the widow and her 
daughters were the only ones who 
could speak any English or French - 
probablylearned from the late husband 
and father - and, proud of their ac - 
complishment theysometimes chipped 
in as interpreters when Tomaah and 
Baptiste were otherwise employed. 

None of Dunlevey’s partners were 
reckless drinking men. McLean was 
awild, reckless and adventurous spirit 
in those, his young days, but he was 
not apartner. But Sellers had brought 
along a few bottles and flasks of Hud- 
son’s Bay Rum in case of need in ill- 
ness causedby exposure and hardship. 

This night after all had eaten their 
fill, Sellers and McLean made their 
way quietly and casually as possible 
to the sides of the young beauties 
where they squated, Indian fashion, 
alittle apart with their mother. Pre- 
sently, Sellers finding that his advan- 
ces to the elder girl were received 
alltoo coolly to suit him, thought he’d 
try and warm her spirit with a sip of 
the spirits of alcohol. Surreptitiously 


producing his flask he said to her: 
“Try some of this, Agat. Just a little 
sip. It’s nice. Make you feel good - 
all happy like. See. ’’ 

After taking a sip himself to show 
her how, he handed her the flask and 
she took it without question. Probably 
out of pure curiosity, as she had never 
yet tasted liquor; but she must have 
heard plenty about it - enough to know 
what it was Sellers was handing to 
her. But she must have thought if a 
little sip would make her feel good, 
abig sip should make her feel better; 
so, disdaining an experimental taste 
she took a big sip - a good mouthful 
infact - Wagh! - with disastrous re- 
sults. The raw spirits gagged and 
choked her, of course, and she coughed 
it all out instantly. She must have 
been a cool hand too, at that; for she 
didn’t drop the flask. Probably swal- 
lowing but a tiny portion, she quickly 
recovered and handed the flask back 
saying: ‘‘Waugh! You cultas White- 
man! You try for keel me? Pizin, 
dat one, Waugh!’’ Springing up she 
tried to wipe the stuff off her dress 
with her little brown hands. 

In the semi-darkness few had seen 
the manoeuver. But Baptiste and 
Tomaah were covertly watching and 
Sawit all. In a single leap they stood 
confronting the group who had all now 
risen. Silently and swiftly, as if by 
instinct, the several chiefs stepped 
up beside theirtribesmen, their faces 
like masks betraying no emotion save 
for their darting glances from rest- 
less black eyes glinting in the fire- 
light. An ominous silence brooded. 
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RICH HOBSON 


That battered and beaten old saying 
‘‘never a dull moment’’ is no better 
exemplified than in an editorial office. 
For instance this issue was all snugg- 
ed down ready for the printer when an 
advance copy of cowpoke Rich Hob- 
son’s new book ‘‘Nothing too good for 
aCowboy”’ floated into the office. All 
we hadtime todo was scan it then re- 
arrange the back page to fit in a brief 
comment. 

The book is a sequel to Rich’s 
‘“‘Grass beyond the Mountains’’ and 
we feel certain will prove even more 
popular than his first book. In the 
opening chapter Rich and his side-kick 
Pan Phillips, decide to carry on with 
the Frontier Cattle Company even 
though the financial backers cannot 
guarantee any more support owing to 
the outbreak of World War Two. Their 
struggle to win out over what seems 
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Richard Harrington, Canada 


to be hopeless odds makes 22 chapters 
of highly interesting reading. The 
cowboys are faced witha cattle drive 
in 60° below weather, with marauding 
wolf packs that all but wipe them out, 
with a shortage of money, hay, and 
help, and with just about every other 
obstacle imaginable. But they ul- 
timately triumph and Rich ends up 
with a wife, a ranch of his own, and 
a rapidly rising stature in the world 
of the scribe. 

Eric Nicol, author of the side split- 
ter on page 6, is also no stranger to 
the book business. His fledgling 
effort, ‘‘Sense and Nonsense’’, was 
published in 1947 and galloped through 
six mirthful printings. Then came 
“The Roving I’’ which went through 
seven printings and in the bargain in 
1951 won the Leacock Medal for Hu- 
mor. After this came ‘‘Twice Over 
Lightly’’ and ‘‘Shall We Join the La- 
dies. ’’ 

A while back Eric took the latter 
advice and did join the ladies, or 
rather one lady, and this so annoyed 
his employers at the VancouverPro- 
vince that they banished him on an 
expense paid round the world trip for 
ahoneymoon. We fully expected Eric 
to pena scathing page or two in protest 
at such cavalier treatment but the 
brave fellow took it without protest. 
The way management exploits the help 
nowadays is atrocious. 

In our next issue we willbe starting 
one new feature and perhaps two. 
Both will be very interesting, one is 
a series on our weather, what it is, 
and all the additional why’s and where- 
fore’s, and the other is a new series 
that will parallel‘‘Around the Towns’’. 
Tentatively called ‘‘ Along the Coast’”’ 
it will contain news about B.C.’s 
7, 000 mile coastline (we know it isn’t 
7,000 miles long, that is the length if 
all the bays, fjords and other indent- 


ations are taken into consideration) 
and will be written by a man whose 
name we will keep secret other than 
Saying that he isthe former publisher. 


TWO MORE NORTHWEST AUTHORS WAITING PUB- 


LICATION OF THEIR BOOKS ARE ERIC COLLIER, 
ABOVE, AND MRS, NELLIE R. CAMPBELL, BELOW, 
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